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PREFACE. 



The design of the present Work is not so much to 
allure, as to guide and instruct the youthful mind in 
the diligent reading and careful study of the " Word 
of God." 

Few words are necessary to show the advantages 
that may be deriyed from such a book, as there is no 
appetite stronger, even in the mind of youth, than that 
thirst and desire for knowledge which " grows with 
their growth," and can only be slaked by works adapted 
to their minds and capacities. 

The sciences of Astronomy, Geography, and Natural 
History, including the Animal and Vegetable Kingdoms, 
are doubtless. powerful auxiliaries in the studying of 
the will of God; thus, this little offering aims at being 
a sort of companion to the Bible, not in the sense of 
an equal, but of a humble ministering attendant 
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IV PREFACE. 

A large number of the Engravings will be acceptable 
to the reader as explanatory of the text, they having 
been, with many of the articles, carefully collected from 
Calmet's Dictionary of the Bible, and other sources 
which may be confidently relied upon. 

When the small price, the large number of engrav- 
ings, and interesting matter is considered, candid 
criticism will allow that it is a work admirably adapted 
not only for the young " Sunday-school teacher," but 
for youth generally. 

Should the present volume meet with the encourage- 
ment which the publishers anticipate, it is their in* 
tention to follow up the plan in a series of volumes on 
Religious Biography, Geography of the Holy Land, &c. 
with portraits, maps, and appropriate illustrations. 



E. WHIMPER. 



LONDON, 

February, 1845. 
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A, the first letter in almost all alphabets, In 
the Hebrew it is called Aleph ; and in the Greek, 
Alpha; both Greeks and Hebrews using their 
letters as numerals. Hence A, Aleph, and Alpha, 
signifies thejirst. Alpha, in connexion with omega, 
are beautiful symbols of the Deity, the jirst and 
the lasU i ' 

8 
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2 YOUTH S CYCLOP.EDIA. 

Abimelech, my father, the king ; from Abi, my 
father ; and Melech, king. Two kings of this name 
are mentioned in Genesis, supposed to be father 
and son. 

Ablution, a ceremony very much in use among 
the ancients. It consisted in washing the body, 
which was always done before sacrificing, or even 
entering their houses. 

Accubation, the pos- 

ture used at table by 

the ancients; it pre- 

vailed among the Jews 

at the time of our 

Saviour being on earth. 

The table was placed in 

the middle of the room, 

aroundwhichstoodthree 

couches, decorated according to the rank of the 

master of the house ; upon these they lay at full 

^ngth, their heads being supported and raised by 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



JOUTH S CYCLOPjEDIA. 3 

pillows. The most honourable place was the middle 

of the middle couch. 

Adamant, a stone of impenetrable hardness. 

Sometimes the name is given to the diamond; 

although the Hebrew word renders it, a very hard 

done. 

Adder. Thissnake,or 
viper, was known to the 
ancient Hebrews under 
different names, but 
more frequently under 
the name of shachal, 
or some kind of ser- 
pent; the bite of this 
venomous reptile is poi- 

sonous, and very often fatal. It locates in hedges 

and ditches in this country, but in oriental 

countries they are frequently tamed and kept in 

houses; music has a most astonishing effect upon 

them. 
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4 YOUTH^S CYCLOP^iDlA. 

Alabaster, more par- 

ticularly mentioned in 

Matthew xxvi. 6, 7, is 

the name of a genus of 

fossils nearly allied to 

marble; it is bright, 

and of a snowy white- 

ness; it hangs in masses 

on the roofs of caverns; 

the most celebrated of 

which is the Cave of Antiparos, in the Archipelago. 

Almond-tree, a tree resembling the peach in its 

leaves and blossoms, but the fruit is longer and 

more compressed : it blossoms earlier than any 

other tree, hence its Hebrew name, shaiad, which 

comes from a verb, to make haste, to be in a Aurry, 

or to wahe early. The rods which the princes of 

Israel bore were scions of the almond-tree ; at once 

the ensign of their office, and emblems of their 

vigilance. 
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TOUTH S CTCLOP^DIA. 5 

Almug-tree> a certain kind of wood mentioned 

both in Kings and Chronicles. 

Aloes, an extensive 
tribe of plants, from 
which a very bitter gum 
is extracted, andused for 
a great variety of medi- 
cinal purposes: anciently 
it was used for em- 
balming dead bodies. 
In John xix. Nicodemus 
is said to have brought 
one hundred weight of 
myrrh and aloes to 
embalm the body of 
Jesus. 
Altar, a place on which sacrifices were offered. 

Before temples were in use, altars were placed in 

the groves, highways, or on the tops of mountains. 

The principal altars of the Jews were that of burnt 
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6 YOUTH^S cyclop^dia. 

offering, and that of incense. The early Christians 
recognised no temple, no material altar, no sacrifice* 
They considered that an end was put to all these 
things by the death of Christ; and to have con- 
tinued the use of them would have been to deny, 
by their actions, what, in words, they professed to 
believe. 

Amen, a Hebrew word, which, when prefixed 
to an assertion, signifies, assuredly, certainly, or 
emphatically, so it is ; but when it concludes a 
prayer, so be it. 

Angely a ministering spirit; a messenger; a 
spiritual, intelligent substance ; the first in rank 
and dignity among created beings. The word 
angel more particularly refers to an order of spiritual 
beings of great power and understanding, superior 
to the souls and spirits of men. 

Anise, an annual plant, the seeds of which have 
a pleasant aromatic smell, tasting very warm, and 
\ carminative quality. 
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TOUTH S CYCLOP^JDIA. 7 

Jnt, a little insect, 
much famed for its 
social habits, economy, 
industry, and prudent 
foresight. Solomoncalls 
the ants "exceedingly 
wise ; for though a race 
not strong, yet they 
prepare their meat in 

the summer." He therefore sends the sluggard to 

these little creatures to learn wisdom. 

" Go to the ant ; learn of its ways, be wise : 
It early heaps its stores, lest want surprise. 
Skilled in the various year, the prescient sage 
Beholds the summer chilled in winter's rage. 
Survey its arts ; in each partitioned cell 
Economy and plenty deign to dwell." 

The superior wisdom of the ant has been recog- 
nised by writers in all ages. 

Antediluvians 9 a general name for all mankind 
who lived before the flood. 
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8 YOUTH^S CYCLOP.EDIA. 

Anthem, a church song, performed in cathedral 
service, by choristers, who sing alternately , Anthems 
were first introduced in the reformed service of the 
English church in the beginning of the reign of 
Queen EKzabeth. 

Ararat, a mountain of Asia, in Armenia, on 
which the ark of Noah rested after the cessation of 
the deluge. Ararat is a part of the vast chain of 
mountains called Caucasus and Taurus, but this 
particular mountain has retained its name through 
all ages ; it is detached from the others, and is in 
the form of a sugar-loaf, and may be seen at the 
distance of four or five days' journey. 

Ark, ark of the covenant, a small chest or coffer, 
in which was placed the golden pot with manna, 
also Aaron's rod, and the tables of the covenant. 
NoaKs ark, a sort of bark, or huge boat. The 
Egyptians made barks of bukushes, which were 
commonly in use on the Nile. Noah's ark was, in 
all probability (says Calmet) in form like these 
Egyptian boats, but much larger. 
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YOUTH^S CTCLOP^IDIA. 9 

Ass, an animal well 

known for domestic 

uses, and very frequently 

mentioned in Scripture. 

People of the first qua- 

lity, in Palestine, rode 

on asses ; we also read, 

in Matthew xxi., that in 

order to accomplish a 

prophecy, our Saviour 

rode on an ass into Jerusalem, in a triumphant 

manner. At the present day asses are much in 

use in Cairo ; they are very handsome in form, and 

are used by the most distinguished ; ladies also 

use them much in riding. 



Babel (tower of) was erected about the year 
1775 a.m., one hundred and twenty years after the 
deluge. Very diSerent conceptions have been 
formed of the shape of the tower ; but it appears 
most credible that it was an immense square p.r 
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10 YOUTh's CYCLOPiEDIA. 

mid, and that certain bnildings are now existing in 
various parts of the world that are inritations of it; 
one at Tanjore, in the East Indies, is supposed to 
be a very good copy. 

Baham (or balm of 

Gilead) is the most 

precious of perfumed 

oils, and is extracted 

from the balsam tree; 

which tree is an ever- 

green, growing to the 

height of about fifteen 

feet, and from eight to 

ten inches in diameter. 

The mode in which the balsam is extracted is by 

cutting the bark of the tree when the juices are in 

the strongest circulation; they then ooze through the 

wound, in drops like tears ; theie drops are received 

into earthen bottles, and closely corked. Its smell, 

especially when fresh, is exquisitely fragrant, but if 

the bottle is left imcorked, it loses its delicious aroma. 
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youth's CYCLOPjEDIA. 11 

Baptism (from the Greek word baptizo) pro- 
perly signifies a washing, either partially or wholly. 
The usage of the above word has given rise to a 
vast amount of unhappy and unnecessary dispu- 
tation. 

Bat. The Hebrew 

name of the bat denotes 

" thejlier in duskiness." 

This singular little ani- 

mal possesses properties 

that connect it both 

with beasts and birds ; 

although it has but lit- 

tle resemblance to the 

bird beyond the power of sustaining itself in the 

air. It conceals itself in the hollow of trees, or 

the chinks of an old ruin, during the whole of the 

winter; and indeei during the day time in the 

summer, only venturing out on the summer's even- 

ing for a short time, in order to supply itself with 
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12 TOUTh's CYCLOP.EDIA. 

food. Particular mention is made of tlie bat in 
Deuteronomy xiv. 

Bear. The Hebrew 

name expressively terms 

it the grumbler, oryrow- 

ler ; this animal varies 

in colour in different 

countries, although the 

brown or Syrian bear is 

the only one found in 

eastern countries, and 

that is the one of which 

mention is made in the Scriptures. He is a very 

unsightly animal, ferocious in disposition, and soli- 

tary in habits. He chooses his den in the most 

gloomy part of the forest, and in the most dangerous 

precipices and uninhabited mountains. His out- 

ward appearance corresponds with his ravenous, 

resentful, and subtle temper. 

Bee. The surprising industry of the bee has, 
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YOUTH^S cyclop^dia. 13 

from tlie earliest times, furnished man with a deli- 
cious and useful article, in the honey which it 
produces. 

" So work the honey bees; 
Creatures that, by a ruling nature, teach 
The art of order to a peopled kingdoni." 



The queen bee is distinguished from the common 
or working bee by form, colour, and larger dimen- 
sions of her body. More particular mention will 
be made under the word honey. 

Behemoth. To detail all the various and extra* 
vagant notions that have been formed of this 
animal would be quite out of place here. The 
animal denoted with this appellation in the book of 
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14 yOUTH^S CYCLOPjEIHA. 

Job, is doubtless the hippopotamus, or river horse, 
as the description exactly corresponds with it. 
The behemoth is an amazingly powerful animal, 

inhabiting the banks of 
rivers, and other marshy 
places ; and so sluggish 
are they upon the land, 
that when pursued they 
always take to the wa- 
ter, and walk at the 
bottom quite at their 
ease, only rising to the 
surface, occasionally, for 
the purpose of taking breath. 

Bethesda. This word signifies the howe o/ 
mercy, and was the name of a pool, or public 
bath, at Jerusalem ; the calling this bath Bethesda 
doubtless arose from the circumstance of its great 
utility to the poorer classes, whose infirmities, 
in hot climates, require frequent bathing. 
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touth's cyclop^edia. 15 

BotUe. The difference is so great between the 
glass bottle now in use amongst us, and such as 
were commonly used by all ancient nations, that 

when we read of them, 
without carefully dis- 
tinguishing in our minds 
the quality of the ma- 
terials with which the 
bottle is made, some 
confusion is sure to 
ensue. 

The bottle used in the 
East is made of skin, 
or leather ; the skin being stripped off the animal 
and properly dressed, the places where the legs had 
been are closed up, and where the neck was is the 
opening left for receiving and discharging the 
contents of the bottle. The figures used in refer- 
ence to the bottle are now intelligible, Job xxxii. 
19 : " My belly is as wine which hath no vent ; it 
is ready to burst like new bottles" Matt. ix. 17 : 
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16 YOUTH^S CYCLOP.EDIA. 

" Neither do men put new wine into old bottles : 
else the bottles break, and the wine nmneth out, 
and the bottles perish." 



BKEASTPLATE. 



yGoogle 



Y0UTH's CYCLOPjEDIA. 17 

Bread. (See Corn.) 

Breastplate, a piece of embroidery of very rich 
workmanship, which the high priest wore on his 
breast. The front of it was set with twelve precious 
stones, on each of which was engraved the name of 
one of the tribes. They were placed in four rows, 
and divided from each other by the little golden 
squares or partitions in which they were set. 

Burial. It is well known that the nations who 
neglected the fulfilling of the funeral rites were 
held in great abhorrence. The custom of imme- 
morial antiquity was, that as soon as the breath 
had fled, the nearest relation, or dearest friend, 
gave the lifeless body the parting kiss, the last 
farewell and sign of affection to the departed 
relative. Jacob, for instance, had no sooner died, 
than Joseph " fell upon his face and kissed him." 

The next care of surviving friends was to wash 
the body; after being washed it was perfumed, 
then shrouded in linen clothes, and the head bound 

c 
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18 totjth's cyclop^bdia. 

about with a napkin. Such were the napkin and 
grave clothes with which the Saviour was buried. 
The body was generally placed upon a bier, which 
bore some resemblance to a bed, in order to be 
carried out to be buried ; upon one of these was 
carried out the widow's son, whom our Lord raised 
to life, and restored to his mother. 



Cahary is called in the Hebrew " a skull," or 
" place of skulls." Calvary was a small eminence 
or hill to the north of Mount Sion, and to the west 
of old Jerusalem, upon which our Lord was cyu» 
cified ; and was used as a place for burial. 

Camel. Anciently we findthat the camel was 
considered a most valuable patrimony. Thus Job 
had three thousand camels. (Job i, 3.) He is indeed 
the most useful animal in all oriental countries. As 
a beast of burden, he possesses great strength 
^rith docility; and his swiftness, coupled with hia 
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youth's ctclo^dia, 19 

endurance of hunger and thirst, makes him doubly 
valuable to the inhabitants of desert places. 
He has a large hunch on his back, and is 
without horns. Perhaps the most pecuhar cha- 
racteristic of the camel is his capability of abstain- 
ing from water for a great length of time ; he ia 

certainly able to take a 

large draught at once, 

but he is able to go at 

p least fifteen days with- 

I out again drinking. He 

I kneels to receive his 

burden ; and it is said 

: that he refuses to rise 

if too great a weight 

is put upon him. The Hebrew word is Gemal, to 

requite or reoenge, and truly no animal remembers 

an injury so long, or requites more fiercely. 

Notwithstanding his revengeful disposition for 
any ijijury inAicted upon him, his patienpe is most 
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20 youth's ctclop^dia. 

extraordinary, even when his pains are great ; when 
excessively loaded he sends forth most piteousi 
cries : perhaps nothing encourages him so much to 
proceed as the voice and song of his driver. The 
camel has most emphatically been termed by the 
Arabs, the Ship of ihe Desert. 

Cameleoriy or Chame- 

leon, in the English 

Bible, is transformed 

into the mole, Lev. xi. 

30. This httle animaJ 

very much resembles 

the crocodile in form, 

but differs widely both 

in size and appetite. 

Its head is about two inches long, and from thence 

to the beginning of the tail four and a half inches ; 

the tail is five inches long, and the feet two and a 

half. It possesses the remarkable power of changing 

its colour, which varies with circumstances ; for 
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YOUTH^S CYCLOP^DTA. 21 

instance, when placed on anything black, it appears 
of a violet colour; under other circumstances it 
appears white, grey, or green, as the case may be. 

Camphire is a beau- 

tiful plant, growing 

chiefly in Egypt, and 

gives forth a most de- 

licious periume, The 

Aower itself is very 

delicate, and is used for 

embalming not only the 

dead body, but both the 

dwellings and persons, of the living. The women 

especially take great pleasure in adorning themselves 

with these nosegaysof beauty,and clusters of perfume. 

Candlestick. . This instrument was always much 

used in the ceremonies of the Jews. One of 

beaten gold was made by Moses, (Exod. xxv.) and 

pttt into the tabernacle of the holy place. Solomon 

had five put up on the north, and five on the south 
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side of the holy place of 
the temple, 1 Kings vii. 
49. Translators have 
properly rendered the 
candlestich a stand for 
lamps. 

In Revelation i. 12, 
20, it is used as an 
emblem: "And being 
turned, I saw seven 
golden candlesticks, ,, &c. 

Captwity. The sins of the Jews were frequently 
punished by different captivities or servitudes. The 
first captivity is that of Egypt, from which they 
were delivered by Moses. 

Caravan. The name given to a number of 
persons, who, in the eastern countries, travel through 
the desert in a body, in order to secure themselves 
from the attacks of robbers with which the deserts 
are infested. Every caravan has a chief or comman- 
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YOUTH'8 CYCLOPjEDIA. 23 

der, having a number 
of soldiers under him ; 
before it starts, it is 
necessary that a special 
licenceshouldbegranted 
by the neighbouring 
princes, specifying the 
number of men, camels, 
and horses, of which 
the caravan is com- 
posed ; also the quantity of merchandise. 

Caves, or caverns. Near Damascus there are 
two rugged mountains, in which are deep rocky 
caverns, one of which will hold four thousand 
men; and near Sidon, about one mile from the 
sea, there are hewn from the rocky soil a multitude 
of caves or grottoes, having subterranean entrances 
about two feet square. " Because of the Midianites 
the children of Israel made them the dens which 
are in the mountains, and caves, and strong-holds." 
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24 YOUTH^S CYCLOP.EDIA. 

(Judges vi. See also 1 Samuel xiii. 6 ; Jer. xli. 9 ; 
Isaiah ii. 19.) 



" When the men of Israel saw that they were in 
a strait, (for the people were distressed,) then the 
people did hide themselves in caves, and in thickets, 
and in rocks, and in high places, and in pits/* 
(1 Samuel xiii. 6.) 
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TOUTH'8 CYCLOPjEDIA. 25 

/--, . Censer, a vessel in 

which fire and incense 

were carried in certain 

parts of the Hebrew 

worship, In Lev. xvi. 

12, we find Aaron 

directed " to take a 

censer full of burning 

coals of fire from off 

the altar before the 

Lord, and his hands full of incense beaten 

small, and to bring it within the vail; and to 

put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, 

so that the cloud of the incense might cover 

the mercy-seat, which was over the ark of the 

testknony." 

Centurion, an officer commanding a hundred 
soldiers. In the Old Testament, chief of a hundred 
men. 

Cherith, a brook beyond Jordan. 
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26 rOUTH'8 CYCLOPjEDIA. 

Cockatrice. Thepar- 
ticular kind of snake, or 
serpent, which is meant 
when spoken of in the 
Scriptures, is not easily 
defined, but is supposed 
to be either the adder, 
or cobra di capello, or 
hooded serpent. 

Coral very much re- 
sembles the stem of 
a plant, divided into 
branches ; it is a hard 
marine production, con- 
sisting of colours, — 
black, whitĕ, red, &c. 
It is formed in the 
ocean by myriads of 
insects ; the fibres, being hollow, are the residences 
of the diminutive architects by which they are reared. 
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Corintk, a renowned 

and once populous 

city of Greece, justly 

celebrated both for its 

learning, and extent 

and magnificence of 

its buildings. Semi- 

naries abounded, in 

which the arts and 

sciences were much 

cultivated; philosophy and rhetoric were publicly 

taught by learned professors, and strangers resorted 

to them from all quarters, in order to perfect their 

education* The apostle Paul continued here about 

two years, and founded a Christian church. 

Travellers who have closely examined the ruins 
of this great city state, that many remains of 
Christian churches are to be met with, but not a 
single vestige of a pagan altar, or, indeed, any 
remnant whatever of paganism. 
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28 YOUTH^S CYCLOP.EDIA. 

Notwithstanding the neighbouring country being 
mountainous and barren, an immense commerce 
was carried on, fostering its natural accompani- 
ment, wealth, and luxury, 

The buildings, so much celebrated for their 
columns, capitals, and bases, were the pride of the 
inhabitants, and admiration of the world. They 
have given rise to that order of architecture called 
Corinthian. 

- ~ Cormorant (Lev. xi. 17. 

Deut. xiv. 17) is a large 
sea bird, and gĕnerally 
called by naturalists, Sea 
Raven. It has a most 
voracious appetite, seizing 
the fish, upon which it 
' lives, with great avidity; 

its smell is most offensive, 
and it is both hateful and disgusting in its habits. 
Among the Jews this bird was unclean. 
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YOUTH'8 CYCLOPiEDIA. 29 

Corn. The generic name 
for grain, in the Old Testa- 
ment writings, is dagen, 
corn, so named for its 
abundant increase. In 
Genesis xxvi. and Mat- 
thew xiii. it is spoken of 
as yielding an hundred 
fold; and to the ancient 
fertility of Palestine all 
authorities bear testimony* 
Crane, a tall and 
long-necked fowl, which 
takes its name from 
its voice, which we imi- 
tate in mentioning it. 
They inhabit Europe 
and Asia, but in autumn 
they migrate to the 
southern parts of both 
Asia and Africa. In 
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30 TOUTH^S CYCLOP.ED1A. 

Sweden and Poland they are so numerous as to 
become very injurious to the growing fields of 
wheat. They fly very much elevated in the air ; and 
when the wind blows strong, or an eagle approaches, 
they assume the form of a circle. 

Crete, a large island in the Mediterranean Sea; 
now called Candia. (1 Mac. x.^ 67.) 

. ._ Crocodile. Of all 

monsters this has 

the largest mouth, 

t presenting a terrific 

I figure,especiallywhen 

~ expanded. It fre- 

quents rivers, marshy 

places, and is seen in 

large numbers, of all 

sizes, on the banks of 

the Nile. It is supposed that the proper Scripture 

word is dragon ; as in Psalm lxxiv. 13, it reads, 

"Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength; 
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TOUTH^S CYCLOP.EDIA* 31 

thou breakest thq heads of the dragons in the 
waters." 

Cro88 y an ancient instrument of capital punish-* 
ment. 

Cummin. (Matt. xxiii. 23.) A plant which the 
Jews sowed in their fields; its seeds having an 
aromatic flavour, the Maltese now cultivate and 
collect the seeds, as the Jews formerly did, namely, 
by a rod. (Isaiah xxviii. 25, 27.) 

Cymbali § musical instrument, consisting of two 
large plates of brass, which, being struck together, 
produce sound. 

Cyprus, another large island in the Mediterranean 
Sea. The apostles Paul and Barnabas landed here 
in a.d. 44. (Acts xiii 4.) Here they preached 
Jesus Christ in the Jewish synagogues; and from 
thence they visited all the cities in the island, 
preaching the gospel, and teaching. After this 
Barnabas went again to Cyprus, accompanied by 
John, surnamed Mark. (Acts xv. 39.) Barnabas is 
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considered as being the first bishop of Cyprus, 
where he was martyred, by being stoned to death 
by the Jews at Salamis. 



Dagon, (from Dag, a fish,) 
god of the Philistines. 

Dagon was generally re- 
presented like a woman, with 
the lower parts of a fish. 
A city in Judah was called 
Beth Dagon, that is, the 
house, or temple of Dagon. 
(Joshua xv. 41.) 
Damascus was anciently the capital of Syria, and 
is justly celebrated for its delightful situation ; it is 
known to have been in existence in the time of 
Abraham. (Gen. xv. 2.) The modern city of 
Damascus is about fifty miles from the sea, in a 
fertile plain, and is watered by what the Greeks 
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call " the Golden River," but which is known by 
the name " Barrady." 

Dagger. The dagger was 
anciently worn by the Jews ; 
sometimes on the left, and 
sometimes on the right side. 
We, for instance, find those 
of the tribe of Benjamin were 
remarkable for the use and 
power of the left hand, wield- 
ing their weapons with as 
much, ormore, dexteritythan 
the right-handed men. 



Dead Sea. This sea is about seventy miles in 
length and forty in breadth in its broadest part ; 
having, like the Caspian Sea, no outlet to the 
ocean. Its depth is quite unknown; there are 

D 
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warm springs beneath, as parts are of a different 
temperature. It is said that, from the circum- 
stance of the waters being partially warm, and 
sulphureous to the taste, that no living thing can 
exist in it; but little reliance must be placed on 
these statements. 

Death is styled, in Scripture language, a de- 
parture from this world to another; a dissolving 
of this earthly tabernacle (2 Cor. v. 1) ; a going 
the way of all the earth (Jos. xxiii. 14) ; a returning 
to the dust (Ecdes. xii. 7) ; a sleep (John xi. 11). 

Deer. Deut. xiv. 5 : " Ye shall eat the fallow 
deer." This is a beautiful animal, doubtless well 
known to our young readers as forming the chief 
attraction of the parks and pleasure grounds they 
have visited ; for more particulars we refer them to 
Hart, or Hind. 

Deluge. The flood which overwhelmed and de- 
stroyed the earth ; see the history given by Moses 
in the sixth and seventh chapters of Genesis. 
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Dial. (See 2 Kings xx. 8 — 11.) A variety of 
opinions are ventured in respect to this dial of 
Ahaz. The most probable shape is that of the 
form of steps ; the Knes which are marked in the 
pavement being degrees. 

The most ancient sun-dial known is in the form 
of a half circle, hoUowed into the stone, and the 
stone cut down to an angle. This kind of dial 
was invented in Babylon, and was very probably 
the same as that of Ahaz. 

Diana. Acelebrated 
goddess of the heathens, 
to whom a magnificent 
temple was dedicated at 
Ephesus. This goddess 
was known under a 
variety of names, most 
of which originatedfrom 
the different places 
when she was worshipped. 
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She appears to have been worshipped in the 
days of Jeremiah and Isaiah under the name of 
Mena, or goddess of the moon. A considerable 
trade was carried on in the city of Ephesus in the 
sale of small models of this goddess. Hence the 
clamour of the inhabitants, in fear of having that 
trade injured, " Great is Diana of the Ephesians !" 
(Acts xix. 34.) 

Divine. Something relating to God. 
Dove. This most beautiM and innocent 

bird is very frequently 
seen in all eastern 
countries, and is in some 
parts very numerous. 
They are mentioned in 
Scripture as most strik- 
ing symbols of simpli- 
city, innocence, gentle- 
" ness, great kindness, 
affection, and Adelity. 
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Trarellers state they fly in very large bodies, 
forming immense masses, darkening the neighbour- 
hood over which they are passing, literally looking 
like a cloud in the distance, and obscuring the sun 
in their passage. A good illustration of Isaiah 
lx. 8 : " Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as 
the doves to their windows?" 

The dove has many enemies, being perhaps the 
most defenceless of all birds ; indeed its Scripture 
name signifies this, Jona, the dove, or the de/ence- 
less one. Eagles, hawks, and even owls, make 
furious attacks upon it with considerable success. 

Dra^on. This word, which frequently occurs in 
the English Bible, must have reference to monsters 
of various descriptions, such as serpents, crocodiles, 
whales, &c. 

Druids. The priests of religion among the 
ancient Britons, Gauls, and Germans, who resem- 
bled, in very many respects, the Brahmins of 
India. 
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Dumb. One unable to speak by reason of natu- 
ral infirmity. (Exod. iv. 11.) 

Dwell. He dwelh in heaven. God dwelh in light. 
" The Spirit of God dwelleth in you." (1 Cor. iii. 1 6.) 
r r > _. Eagle. This bird is 

often introduced into 
the rich figurative lan- 
guage of Scripture : its 
name being most de- 
scriptive of its habits, 
(nesher), to lacerate, or 
tear in pieces. 

The tawny eagle seats 
his callow brood high 
on the cliff, and feasts his young with blood. 

Eagles are remarkable for their longevity, also 
for their faculty of sustaining life without food for 
a very long time. They fly higher than any other 
bird, hence the epithet given by the ancients ; " the 
bird o/ heaven." 
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" Bird of the broad and aweeping wing, 

Thy home ia high in heaven, 
Where wide the storms their banners fling, 

And the tempest clouda are driyen. 
Thy throne is on the mountain top, 

Thy fields the boundless air ; 
And hoary peaks, that proudly prop 

The skies, thy dwellings are." 

As the lion is ranked king among quadrupeds, 
so is the eagle among bird3 ; he is the most formi- 
dable, and the most to be dreaded for his natural 
ferocious propensities, and his great strength. 

" Her young ones also suck up blood : and 
where the slain are, there is she." (Job xxxix. 30.) 

The Scripture passages are too numerous to quote 
as referring to his rapid Aight, his quick, strong, 
and piercing sight, the enormous height he flies, 
and the terror he inspires in all other birds. 



Earing, (Gen. xlv. 6,) an agricultural term, and 
seems to be an old English word for plwtghing. 
" There remain five years, in which shall be neither 
earing nor harvest." 
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Uar-rinff8, and nose jewels, were the favourite 
ornaments with the eastern females : both of which 
are frequently mentioned in Scripture. 



These rings are of gold, and have commonly 
two pearls and one ruby between them, placed in 
the ring. Anciently they were also much worn by 
the men. Pliny says, that rings with the images 
of their gods were worn by the Romans; the 
Indians also wore them as preservatives against 
enchantment. 
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Earth, in a moral sense, is opposed to heaven. 
" He that is of the earth, is earthy." " Set your 
affections on things above, not on things of the 
earth." (Col. iii. 1, 2.) 

Earthguake, signifies, in prophetic language, the 
destruction of nations, and the overthrow of 
empires ; an earthquake is mentioned in Amos i. 1 ; 
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also in Zech. xiv. 5. Josephus, speaking of this 

earthquake, says, " its violence divided a mountain, 

which lay west of Jerusalem." 

A very memorable earthquake is that which hap- 

pened at the crucifixion. (See Matt. xxvii. 51.) 
JEast That point of the horizon in which the 

sun is seen to rise. 

Ebenezer. Thename 
of a field wherein the 
IsraeUtes were defeat- 
ed by the Philistines, 
when the ark of the 
Lord was taken (1 Sam. 
iv. 1) ; also a memorial 
stone set up by Samuel 
to commemorate a vic- 
tory over the Philistines. 

The word signifies, the stone o/ help ; and it was 

erected by the prophet, saying, " Hitherto the Lord 

hath helped us." 
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Ucclesiastical. An appellation given to what- 
ever belongs to the church. 

Eclipse, is the intervention of one body before 
another ; as, an eclipse of the sun is caused by the 
intervention of the moon, &c. ; it generally signi- 
fies, a /ailure o/ light. 

Mder. A leader, ruler, or overseer. 
Mection. The act of choice. 

Mephant. The largest 

of existing quadru- 

peds, celebrated for 

his sagacity, faithful- 

ness, and prudence. 

Calmet is of opinion 

that the behemoth of 

Job is the elephant. 

The Hebrew name is 

"* ~ Shenhaby or wory teeth : 

and although his name is not once mentioned 

in Scripture, still he is always ranked among the 
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class of Scripture animals ; besides, all agree that 
wory is the production of this wonderful animal. 

Eoangelical. Agreeable to the doctrines of 
Christianity. 

Bmngelist. One who publishes glad tidings. 



Fig-tree ; is very com- 
mon inPalestine, whereit 
becomes large, dividing 
itself into many and im- 
portant branches, which 
are furnished with leaves 
very much like those of 
the mulberry, affording 
a friendly shade. The 
fruit is not produced 

from the smaller shoots, as in other trees, but from 

the trunk and larger branches. 

Fir. An evergreen tree, of beautiful appearance, 

having a very tall straight trunk, its wood being of 
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great use for furniture, 
musical instruments,&c. 
In 2 Sam. vi. 5, it is 
said that, " David and 
all the house of Israel 
played before the Lord 
on all manner of in- 
struments made of Jlr 
wpod." The harp, lute, 
guitar, and violin, in 

present use, are generally made of fir. 

Fish. How wonderiully has the Deity adapted 

the fish to the water, and the water for the fish ! 
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In this, as in every thing else in creation, we see 
creative power and creative goodness exemplified. 
The Hebrew word Dag, to increase exceedingly> 
is very appropriate, as a single female fish, of some 
species, may be the parent of millions. 

Flax, is a most use- 
ful plant, and on which 
mankind have applied 
their industry and in- 
genuity with considera- 
ble success. 

From time immemo- 

rial the Egyptians have 

been celebrated for their 

garments made of flax. 

The Jlne linen of Egypt, and its superior excellence, 

is mentioned in the sacred Scriptures. 

Flies aboimd in all warm, moist climates, such 
as Egypt, Palestine, &c, and during, or immedi- 
ately after, the rainy season, they are very trouble- 
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some. M. Sonnini, speaking of Egypt, says, " Of 
all insects flies are the most troublesome. Both 

man and beast are tor- 

mented by them. No 

idea can be formed of 

their obstinate rapacity 

when they wish to fix 

on some part of the 

body. It is in vain to 

drive them away ; they 

return again in the self- 

same moment, and their 

perseverance wearies out the most patient spirit. 

They like to fasten themselves on the corners of the 

eye, and on the edge of the eyelid ; tender parts, 

towards which a gentle moisture attracts them." 

Moor, for threshing grain, or Threshing-jloor. 
This was a place in the open air, in which grain was 
threshed by means of a cart or sledge drawn by 
oxen. 

• 
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Footstool. The common mode of sitting in the 
Eastern countries is upon the ground, or floor, with 
the legs crossed. Chairs, when they are used, are 
always so high as to make a footstool necessary ; 
and this proves the propriety of the style of Scrip- 
ture, which always joins the footstool to the throne. 
(Isaiah lxvi. 1 ; Psalm cx. 1.) 

Fountain is, properly 
speaking, the source or 
spring-head of water, 
their numbers and mag- 
nitude being regulated 
by the nature and cli- 
mate of the country. 

As fountains of water 

were so extremely valu- 

able to the inhabitants 

of the eastern countries, 

it is easy to understand why the inspired writers so 

frequently allude to them, and thence deduce some 
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of their most beautiM similitudes. Jeremiah, re- 
ferring to the Deity, calls him " the /ountain of 
Iwing waters" Reference is again made in Psalms, 
St. John's Gospel, and Revelations. Zech. xiii. 1 : 
" In that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
the house of David, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness." 

Fox f or jachal. This animal is called in Scrip- 
ture shual, a hollow place, probably from his 
burrowing, or making holes in the earth, to hide 
himself, or dwell in. In outward appearance he 
very much resembles the dog, but he possesses a 
savage Aerceness and impudent familiarity to which 
the dog is a stranger. They generaJly attack in a 
body, and have courage, when thus united, to face 
the most powerfal foe. 

FranUncen8e y an odoriferous gum, was much 
burnt in the temples; the merchants of Babylon 
traded in this article. 

Frog. This little animal is amphibious, hving 

E 
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partly in the water and partly on the land, inha- 
biting marshy places, lakes, and ponds, feeding 
chiefly on insects, worms, and the fry of fishes ; it 



is said that they will live from twelve to twenty 
years. They are aUuded to in Scripture in several 
places. 

Frontlets are thus described by Leo of Modena : — 
the Jews take four pieces of parchment, and write, 
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with an ink made for the purpose, in square letters, 
these four passages, one on each piece : — 



" Sanctify unto me all the 
first-born." 

" And when the Lord shall 
bring thee into the land of the 
Canaanites," &c. 



" Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God is one Lord." 

" If you shall hearken dili- 
gently unto my command- 
ments," &c. 



These pieces are fas- 
tened together, forming 
a square; strings are 
attached, and they are 
girt about the head. 
Only the chanter of the 
synagogue is obliged to 
put it on at morning 
and noon. The square 
part is placed on the middle of the forehead. 
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Galley, an ancient ship rowed with oars; they 
were usually very large, and magnificently fitted 
up. The enemies of the Jews, and the Assyrian 



army in particular, are likened to galleys, or gal- 
ants, that is, according to ancient ideas, large and 
magnificent ships. (Is. xxxiii. 21.) 

Garlick. This word occurs in Numbers xi. 5 : 
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but the Talmudists fre- 
quently mention the use 
of this plant among the 
Jews, and their fond- 
ness for it. It has a 
strong taste, and most 
offensive smell. The 
Egyptians esteemed it 
so much that they wor- 
shipped it. 
Genealogy signifies the line of descent, or a list 
of a person's ancestors. 

Gentile. In matters of religion, a pagan, or wor- 
shipper of false gods ; the Jews called those Gentiles 
who were not of their race and religion. In the 
writings of St. Paul, Greeks are generaJly denoted 
as Gentiles. 

GetAsemane, a village at the foot of the mount of 
01ives, to which our Saviour sometimes retired. 
Gibeon, a city situated on a hill about five 
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miles north of Jerusalem, and belonging to the 

tribe of Judah. 

Girdle. The girdle 
is a necessary part of 
the dress of an Oriental ; 
chiefly used to tuck up 
their long Aowing vest- 
ments, that they may be 
buthttleincommodedby 
them, either in their jour- 
neys or domestic em- 
ployments. It was fre- 
quently made of leather, 

aJthough more commonly of worsted, and made to 

fold several times about the body : one end being 

doubled, and sewn along the edges, served them for 

a purse. 

Glorify. To render glorious. 

Gnat, an insect frequenting hot countries, and, 

l:ir e the fly, most troublesome to man, absolutely 
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thirsting for human blood, and persevering in 
their desires until they axe killed or satiated. It 
is possessed of little piercers, which instruments 
it uses with great judgment, selecting a part of 
the skin easily penetrated, beneath which a blood 
vessel is found large enough to satisfy its craving 
desires. 

Goat. The goat is 

mentioned in Deut. xiv. 

5 ; and in no other 

place in the Hebrew 

Bible. " The hart, and 

the roebuck, and the 

fallow deer, and the 

wild goat." This ani- 

mal was considered as 

one of the clean beasts 

which the Tsraelites might both eat and offer in 

sacrifice. The female is particularly celebrated for 

tender affection to her young, and the constant 
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vigilance with which she watches over their 
safety. 

God. That infinitely great, good, and periect 
Being who made the universe, sustains it by his 
might, and governs it by his providence and laws. 

Goliah. A famous giant of Gath. 

Gospel. A law : it is considered as a declaration 
from God of the rule of conduct he expects from 
mortals. 

Grace. Free favour, unmerited kindness, 

Grape. The fruit of the vine, abundant in 
warm climates. 

Grass, (Genesis i. 11), the well-known vegetable 
on which cattle feed, which decks our fields, and 
refreshes our sight with its gratefal verdure. 

Grasshopper. Isaiah xl. 22 : " It is He that 
sitteth upon the circle of the earth; and the in- 
habitants thereof are as grasshoppers." This 
insect is well known, from the vast numbers which 
are seen in our meadows during the summer 
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months ; it is of a bright 
green colour, and pro- 
vided with four wings, 
the hinder being of a 
finer texture, and more 
expansive than the fore- 
most : these are chieily 
employed in assisting 
its Aight through the 
air, 
Guilt. A crime ; an offence ; a consciousness of 
having done amiss ; Uabihty to punishment. 



Halt To go lame on the feet or legs. Many 
who were halt were cured by our Lord. 

Hare. This animal is doubtless so well known to 
all our young readers, that but very shght reference 
is required. The habitual timidity of the hare, and 
its constant suspicion of danger, keep it lean, and 
always in a condition to exercise great speed, which 
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it is able to sustain for a length of time: it always 
makes for the rising ground, as its long hind legs 



afford it a great advantage in ascending a hill. 
When asleep, its eyes are never entirely closed. 

Hart. The hart is held in great estimation, 
especially in all eastern countries, on account of 
the great beauty of its eyes, the delicate elegance 
of its form, and graceM movements: frequently 
the word hart, or roe, is applied to persons pos- 
sessing any of the respective quahties of these 
animals; as, in Samuel, Saul is denominated the 
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" roe of Israel ;" again, " Her princes are like 
harts, which find no pasture ; they are fled without 
strength before their pursuers." 

- Hawk. A bird well 

known for the extent 

and boldness of its de- 

predations, its great 

courage, and remark- 

able swiftness of Aight. 

The Hebrew word netz, 

to fly, doubtless refers 

to its rapidity : they 

dart suddenly upon their 

prey, which are pigeons, pheasants, quails, &c. ; 

neither do they spare the smaller quadrupeds, if 

their strength will enable them to carry off their 

bodies. It was forbidden to be eaten as food, in 

the Mosaic ritual. 

Heaven. Generally understood to be the place 
o/ ' happiness. The Jews enumerated three heavens: 
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the first was the region of the air, where the birds 
fly, and which are, therefore, called the • " fowls of 
heaven;" the second, the space occupied by the 
sun, moon, stars, and other heavenly bodies, called 
" the Armament, or expanse of heaven ;" the third 
heaven, of which the " holy of holies" was the 
type, is the seat of God, and of the holy angels ; 
though it is not, like the other heavens, to be seen 
by mortal eyes. 

Hecatomb. The sacriiice of a hundred oxen, or of 
a hundred animals of any sort. Such sacrifices 
were offered by the ancient heathen on extra- 
ordinary occasions. 

Heel. The lowest part of the body. To have the 
heels bare denotes shame, contempt, captivity, or 
distress. (Jeremiah xiii. 22.) 

Hei/er. A young cow, used in sacrifice at the 
temple. (Numbers xix. 10.) 

Heir. A person who succeeds by right of inhe- 
ritance to an estate, property, &c. 
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Helbon. A Syrian city, once famous for its wines ; 
it was frequently called Hebah. 

Itell. A place in which the wicked are punished 
after death. 

Hemlock. A poisonous plant. 
Hena. An idoL 

Hermit. A person who retires from the bustle 
of the world, and practises solitary devotion. 

Heron. The heron 
is a very beautiful bird, 
and one of considerable 
size, with a very great 
stretch of wing, mea- 
suring from one yard to 
one yard and a half 
when expanded. It is 
very irritable in its dis- 
position, and considered 
by the Jews as unclean. 
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Hind. The mate or female of the stag. It is a 
lovely creature, of an elegant shape. 

Hindooism, or Brahminim. Mr. Ward (the 
Baptist missionary to the East Indies) says, " that, 
in some form or other, the ' Hindoo religion' is 
professed by more than one half the human rgce : 
the doctrines of the Vedu are acknowledged all 
over India, and the religion of Boodh prevails 
through the Burman empire, Siam, Ceylon, &c. 
The religion of the Tartars may be traced to a 
Hindoo origin ; and if , as is conjectured, the Fo of 
the Chinese be the Boodh of India, it is evident 
that far more than half the population of the world 
remain under the inAuence of the superstitions 
taught in the Vedu." 

Hm usually expresses insult and contempt. 

Holiness. Devotion to the great end of being 
and doing good. 

Honey. The production of that industrious insect, 
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the bee, which flies from 

Aower to Aower, collect- 

ing its sweets, and 

depositing them in a 

place of safety for the 

winter season. Theword 

honey is frequently made 

use of in Scripture to 

denote plenty ; thus Palestine was called " a land 

Aowing with milk and honey." Moses says, that 

the Lord brought his people into a land " whose 

rocks drop oil, and whose stones produce honey." 

Children were fed with milk, cream, and honey, 

which was then the sweetest substance in use. 

The Arabs eat it with their butter ; and use it for 

many domestic purposes. 

From the remotest ages of antiquity the bee has 
always been an object of great interest. The 
language of the author of Ecclesiasticus is very 
appropriate and beautiful : — " The bee is little 
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among such as fly, but her fruit is the chief of 
sweet things." 

The diligence of the working-bee is so great, 
that in one day they are able to build and com- 
plete cells for the use of three thousand bees ; they 
form companies, and change their respective em- 
ployments by mutual consent, the greatest sagacity 
being exercised in the formation of them, as they 
use the smallest quantity of material, and gain the 
greatest degree of accommodation in the smallest 
space. 

The shape of the cells is hexagonal, that is, of six 
equal sides : the partition of one cell serving for 
the partition of the next; there is, therefore, no 
loss of space, as there is no void. When the cells 
are first formed by a company of bees, others com- 
mence the polishing and beautifying of them ; they 
remove everything that is rough and unsightly, 
and strengthen the mouth, or top, which is exposed 
to the most friction. 
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Hor. The mountain on which Aaron died and 
was buried. (Deut. xxxii. 50 ; Numb. xx. 22 — 29.) 
A small building is shown on Mount Hor, which is 



said to be the tomb of Aaron. It is a white edi- 
fice, surmounted by a cupola, and having a descent 
of several steps into a chamber excavated in a rock. 

Hornet. A large kind of wasp, which has a 
powerful sting. 

Horse, Sus: to exult, or leap for joy. The descrip- 

r 
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tion given by Job (xxxix. 19 — 25) is very striking: 
— " He rejoiceth in his strength." In the time of 
the Judges, horses and war-chariots were common 
among the Canaanites, but the Israelites had none ; 
hence they were considered as too timid to venture 



down into the plains, but confined their conquests 
to the mountainous parts of the country. David's 
enemies brought against him a strong force of 
cavalry; and in the Book of Psalms the horse 
commonly appears only on the side of the enemies 
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of the people of God, (2 Sam. viii. 4.) Solomon, 
having married a daughter of Pharaoh, procured a 
breed of horses from Egypt ; and so greatly did he 
multiply them, that he had four hundred stables, 
forty thousand stalls, and twelve thousand horse- 
men, (1 Kings iv. 26 ; 2 Chron. ix. 25.) The 
Egyptian horses were held m great repute, and 
much used in war. The horse is well known to all 
our young readers as a most docile and useful 
animal, performing long aiid arduous journeys at a 
rapid rate; and is most obedient to the hand of 
the driver. " Behold, we put bits in the horses* 
mouths, that they may obey us ; and we turn about 
their whole body," (James iii. 3.) The Arabian 
horse is an animal of great interest ; he is beauti- 
fully proportioned, strong, hardy, and very active ; 
he is good-tempered, sure-footed, and very much 
attached to the person who uses him kindly. 

Horse-leech* A sort of worm that lives in the 
water, of a black or brown colour ; it fastens upon 
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flesh, and when once it attaches itself to an animal, 
it never quits until it is quite full of blood. 

Hosanna, " Save, I beseech thee," or, " Give 
salvation." A well-known Jewish form of bless- 
ing. 

Hushs. The shells of peas or beans. The pro- 
digal son, pressed by want, and pinched by hunger, 
desired to feed on the husks which were given to 
swine. 

Hyacinth. This word has three different mean- 
ings ; the first being a precious stone, the second a 
Aower, and the third a particular colour. The 
Aower hyacinth is not once spoken of in Scripture, 
but both the colour and stone of this name are. 

Hyana. A most cruel and untameable animal ; it 
has a rough spotted skin, and is about the size of 
the wolf . 

Hymn. A song, psalm, or ode. The Jewish hymns 
were accompanied by various musical instruments, 
such as trumpets, drums, cymbals, &c. 
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Hypocrite. One seeming, or professing to be, 
what in truth he is not. 

Hyssop. An herb frequently mentioned in Scrip- 
ture. It is of bitter taste, and grows on the 
mountains near Jerusalem. 



Ibex. A wild goat. 

- -n I5is, (translated Owl,) 

is a bird well known in 
Egypt, and considered 
unclean by the Jews, 
(Lev. xi. 17.) They are 
r sometimes found of a 
very black colour, al- 
though more frequently 
they are white. 

The Egyptians held 
them in very high repute, (indeed worshipped them,) 
because they devoured serpents, which otherwise 
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would have overrun the country. It was a capital 
crime to kill an Ibis, though inadvertently. Cam- 
byses, king of Persia, being made acquainted with 
this, placed some of them before his army, while he 
besieged Damietta : the Egyptians not daring to 
shoot against them, suffered the town to be taken. 

Iddo. A prophet of Judah. 

Idolatry. The worship of idols, or, the act of 
ascribing to persons or things worship and vene- 
ration due to God alone. The sun, moon, and 
stars, were among the first objects of idolatrous 
worship; things animate and inanimate, even the 
lower animals, have come in for a large share of 
religious adoration. 

Ignorance. The want of knowledge or instruction. 

Image. A representation of a person or thing ; in 
a religious sense, an idol. 

Immensity. Greatness imbounded. 

Immortality. A state which has no end ; the im- 
possibility of dying. 
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Impostors. Such as pretend to an extraordinary 
commission from heaven. Many have abounded in 
all ages. 

Injinite. Without bounds or limits. 

Inn. An Eastern inn is an object of great 
interest, although the accommodation afforded to 
travellers is not all alike, some being only places 



of rest, mere naked walls, built by the side of a 
fountain, and near the road-side : others are large 
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establishments, fumished with every luxury that 
can be found in the country; it is in these that 
wealthy families reside, making them resting places 
after being exposed to the inclemency of the 
weather, and the fatigues of an eastern journey. 
It is more frequently called a Caravan&ary. 

Inquisition. A tribunal erected by the popes of 
Rome for the examination and punishment of those 
considered heretics. 

Instinct. That power which acts on and impels 
any creature to a particular course of conduct ; a 
strong impulse. 

Intemperance. Excess in eating or drinking ; or 
any indulgence that tends to impair the senses, and 
undermine the health. 

Interdict An ecclesiastical censure, by which 
the church of Rome forbids the performance of 
divine service in a state, province, town, or cathe- 
dral. 

Intolerance. A word used in reference to those 
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who do not aflow men to think for themselves, but 
impose certain creeds, articles, forms of worship, &c. 
Irwocation. A calling upon God in prayer. 



Jerusalem is called the holy city ; the great city ; 
the celestial city ; the description of its dimensions, 
properties, and parts, being magnificent in the 
extreme : — 

" The air sublime, 
Over the wilderness, and o'er the plain ; 
Till underneath them fair Jerusalem, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers ; 
And higher yet the glorious Temple reared 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster — tipt with golden spires." 

In readirig the Bible, it is necessary to distinguish 
the Jerusalem on earth from the new Jerusalem in 
heaven. 

Jesus CAri&t. The Son of God, the Messiah, 
and Saviour of the world. 
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Jordan. The largest and most celebrated stream 
in Palestine; it was here that John the Baptist 
baptized. 

Jubilee. A public festivity. 

Juggernaut. The 

most celebrated temple 

in Hindostan . The idol 

itself is merely a carved 

block of wood, with a 

hideous face, painted 

black, and a large red 

mouth. It is called 

"the Lordof the world." 

On festival days the 

throne of the idol is placed on a tower sixty feet 

high, moving on wheels, accompanied by two other 

idols, that likewise sit on their separate thrones. 

The sides of the temple are covered with obscene 

images in durable sculpture. 
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JKki/e. The Egyptians used flint knif« in 
performing various operations, of which the follow- 
ing illustration is very accurate. 




Knwoledge denotes learning, experience, intel- 
lectual improvement ; without knowledge the mind 
is like a barren desert, or a field overgrown with 
weeds and noxious plants. 
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Koran. The Bible, or religious code of the 
Mahometans. 



Laity. The people, as distinguished from the 

clergy. 

Language denotes sounds by which men express 

their thoughts. 

Lapwing. (Lev.xi.19; 
Deut.xiv.18.) Thelap- 
wing, or hoope, is a very 
beautiM bird in ap- 
pearance, but its habits 
are said to be disgusting 
in the extreme. It 
builds its nest in the 
most polluted situa- 

tions, and feeds on maggots and putrid carcasses. 

There is no bird more lovely to the eye, none equal 

to it in abominable habits. It was forbidden to be 

eaten by the Levitical law. 
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Laver. (Exod. xxx. 

18.) The laver was 

made of brass, and is 

usually called the " Bra- 

zen Laver." It was 

double, that is, having 

a cistern or receptacle 

for the water that fell 

from above. It was 

adorned with many de- 

vices, such as cherubims, the heads of Uons, oxen, 

&c. In the temple there were ten of them, five 

placed to the right, and five to the left of the 

temple, between the altar of burnt offerings, and 

the steps which led to the porch of the temple. 

Law. A rule of action, a precept or com- 
mand. 

Learning. Obtaining the knowledge of things by 
study, hearing, or observation. 

Lebanon, (signifying whiteness, from its almost 
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perpetual snows,) is the most elevated chain of 
mountains in Syria, and has been long famed 
for its magnificent cedars ; they have, in all ages, 
been considered unrivalled for their grand and 
beautiful appearance; and are, also, celebrated as 
furnishing the wood for the erection of Solomon's 
temple. 

Leeks (Numb. xi. 5) are plants belonging to the 
same genus as the onion, and are cultivated in the 
same manner ; they grew abundantly both in Egypt 
and Palestine. 

Legion. A full legion contained six thousand 
soldiers. Matt. xxvi. 53. " And he shall presently 
give me more than twelve legions of angels." 

Lentiles (Gen. xxv. 34) were much esteemed in 
Egypt, and were dressed in the same manner as 
beans; making a sort of pulse, of a chocolate 
colour. 

Leopard. (Isaiah xi. 6.) Nimrah is the Hebrew 
Tiame, and signifies spotted. Tt is a most formi- 
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dable, fierce, and savage animal, attacking all other 
animals indiscriminately, and is rarely capable of 
being tamed ; it watehes for its prey a considerable 



time, and will spring to the distance of sixteen or 
eighteen feet. It is said to be extremely cruel to 
man. 

Zeprosy. A disease affecting the skin, and fre- 
quently the whole mass of blood. 

Leoiathan is referred to in Job, Psalms, and 
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Isaiah ; it was considered, by old commentators, to 
apply to the whale, but is now thought, from the 
general character of the crocodile, to apply to that 
animal. 

Libertine. One who acts without restraint, and 
pays no regard to the precepts of religion. 

IAght signifies the eternal source of truth and 
purity, (1 John i. ; James i.) God is said to dwell 
in light inaccessible, (1 Tim. vi. 16.) It also signi- 
fies instruction, both by doctrine and example, (Matt. 
v. 16 ; John v. 35.) For natural light, see Sun. 

Lily, (Hosea xvL 5.) A lovely Aower, and 
greatly admired for its beauty and refreshing fra- 
grance. 

Lion. The lion is very properly considered the 
king of beasts, from his grave and majestic appear- 
ance; and, secondly, for the enormous strength 
which he possesses, and the terror which he inspires 
in almost all other animals. He is, also, said to 
possess great generosity. This, with his proud 
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gait, his bold and confident appearance, and terrible 
roar, gives him an important position among the 
lower animals. 

" By hunger roused, he scours the groaning plain, 
Gaunt wolves and sullen tigers in his train." 

In a state of freedom, 

he hides in the long 

grass; butwhen roused, 

he either rises and walks 

majestically away, or at 

onceattacks his enemy; 

his roaring is terrific in 

the extreme, makihg the 

stoutest heart quail ; 

and the feebler animals, 

when they hear it, fly in dismay, — often, in their 

terror, falling in the way of their enemy instead of 

avoiding him. He is sometimes hunted by dogs, 

but more frequently shot or speared, When taken 

aJive, it is by means of a pit, where he is kept till 

G 
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quite exhausted. Accustomed to measure his 
strength with every animal he meets, his continual 
conquests render him intrepid and terrible. In 
those regions where he has had no experience of 
the powerful engines that man is able to bring 
against him, he boldly faces him, and seems to brave 
the force of arms ; wounds rather provoke his rage 
than repress it, nor is he daunted by the opposition 
of numbers. A single lion attacks a whole caravan, 
and if, after an obstinate fight, he finds himself 
overpowered, instead of Aying from his enemy, he 
continues the combat till he dies. Frequent mention 
is made of him in the Holy Scriptures. 

Lizard. An amphibious reptile, resembling the 
crocodile in appearance, but only a few inches in 
length ; they were forbidden by Moses to be eaten. 

Lo<ni8t. (Matt. iii. 4.) The Hebrew name sig- 
nifies " to increase, or multiply," and most appro- 
priate it is, as, in eastern countries, immense swarms 
sometimes overrun the whole neighbourhood, A 
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swarm of locusts were 

among the plagues of 

Egypt , when they co ver- 

ed the whole land, so 

that theearth was dark- 

- ened : " And they de- 

* vouredeverygreenherb 

of the earth, and the 

— — g^ £ ever y tree which 

the hail had left." (Exod. x.) The multitude of 
locusts is sometimes so great, that they will darken 
the whole sky to the extent of a hundred miles. 
They destroy every green thing when they invade a 
country; perhaps what was before a garden of 
beauty and vegetation, is left a desert of gloom 
and dreariness. Each one lays from two to three 
hundred eggs. 

Logos, The Word. A term employed by the 
Evangelist John to designate the mediatorial cha- 
racter of Christ, with special reference to his reve- 
lation of the character and will of the Father. 
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Lollarda. A religious sect, differing in many 
points from the Ghurch of Rome. 

LoU are mutual agreements to determine un- 
certain events, The manner of casting lots is not 
described in the Scriptures; but several methods 
appear to have been used. Solomon says, " The 
lot is cast inta the lap, but the whole disposing 
thereof is of the Lord." 

Luci/er. This word signifies literally the morn- 
ing star. " How art thou fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning !" (Isaiah xiv. 12.) 
Most commentators are of opinion that it denotes 
the king of Babylon, who, like Satan, fell from 
his state of glory and elevation, and was cast head- 
long into hell. 

LutAeraniwn. The system of Protestantism 
adopted by the Mowers of Luther. It has 
undergone some alterations since the time of its 
founder. 

Lystra. A city of Lycaonia, of which Timothy 
was a native, and where Paul and Barnabas were 
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almost worshipped, but shortly atterwards stoned 
by the people. 

Magnijy. To make great, or declare to be great. 

Man. The head and lord of the animal creation. 

Mandrake. A species of melon, although it is 
wrongly translated by some as a " violet," others 
a " lily," others " mushroom," &c. 

Mani/est. To show a thing clearly, and render 
it visible. 

Mani/old. Plenteous; unbounded. God's wis- 
dom, mercy, and grace manifold. 

Manna. A substance which God gave to the 
children of Israel for food, in the deserts of 
Arabia. 

Marriage. A civil and religious contract between 
a man and woman, and is dignified by sentiments 
of kindness, affection, dehcacy, and honour ; the 
marriage ceremony commonly lasted seven days for 
a maid, and three days for a widow. (Gen. xxix. 27.) 
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The procession accompanying the bride from the 
house of her father to that of the bridegroom was 



generally one of grĕat pomp, according to the cir- 
cumstances of the married couple ; and for this the 
night was frequently chosen. From a parable, (Matt. 
xxii.) in which a great king is represented as mak- 
ing a splendid entertainment on the marriage of his 
son, we learn that all the guests were expecte<J to 
be dressed in a manner suitable to the occasion, as 
a token of respect to the new-married couple. 
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Martyr. One who lays down his life or suffers 
death for the sake of his religion. 

Mas8. The office of prayers in the church of 
Rome. 

Melon. A luscious fruit, growing in great per- 
fection in Egypt and other warm climates ; it is 
much eaten by the lower class of people during the 
hot months. 

Meni. An idol, representing the moon. 

Mezuzoth. A name the Jews give to a certain 

piece of parchment, which they fix on the door-posts 

of their houses, taking HteraUy what Moses 

says, Deut. vi. 9, 11, 13, " Thou shalt 

neyer forget the laws pf thy God," " but 

thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 

house, and on thy gates." After writing on 

the parchment various passages of Scripture, 

it is rolled up and put into a case with the 

word Shadai (Almighty) on the outside ; it 

is then attached to the doors of their houses 

and chambers, and to the knocker of the door on 
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the right side. As often as they pass, they touch it 
in that place with their finger, which they after- 
wards kiss. 

Mint. A well-known garden herb. 
Mission. A power or commission to preach the 
Gospel. 

Mite. A small piece of money, in value a quarter 
of a Roman penny. 

Mitre. A cap worn on the head by the ancient 

Jewish high priest, and in 

modern times by bishops 

and abbots, on solemn 

occasions. The Pope of 

Rome uses four different 

mitres, which are richly 

adorned, according to the 

nature of the festivals on 

which they are assumed. 

Mole. (Lev. xi. 30.) The name of this animal 

is only used in the Bible three times, twice as an 

°lean creature, and forbidden to be eaten, and 
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once by Isaiah ii. 20. 
" In that day a man 
shall cast his idols of 
silver, and his idols of 
gold, which they made 
each one for himself to 
worship, to the moles 
and to the bats." The 
Hebrew word signifies 
" to creep into," or " to creep underneath," which 
are well known habits of the mole. 

Moon. (Gen. i. 15, 
16.) "AndGodmade 
two great lights, the 
greater light to rule 
the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night." 
As the sun regulates 
the course of the year, 
so does the moon the 
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course of the month ; the sun is, as it were, king of 
the host of heaven, the moon is queen. The moon 
was appointed for the distinctions of seasons, of 
festival days, &c. (Gen. i. 14 ; Psalm civ. 1 9.) 

Moth. (Job iv. 19; xiii. 28.) What the owl 
is among birds, the moth is. among insects ; carry- 
ing on its pursuits amid the 
gloom of twilight and night. 
It is quite quiet during the 
day, remaining fixed to the 
leaves or stalks of plants, but 
as night approaches it revives 
from its daily slumbers, and 
commences Aying about in 
all its sportive loveliness. 

Mourning. Sorrow, grief; also, aparticular dress 
or habit, worn to signify grief on some melancholy 
occasion, particularly the death of friends, or of 
some great public character. The modes of mourn- 
ing are different in different countries, as are also 
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the colours. In Europe the usual colour is black ; 
in Egypt, yellow; in China, white; in Ethiopia, 
brown. White is supposed to denote purity; black 
the privation of life, as being the privation of light ; 
yellow, as leaves when they fall and Aowers when 
they fade. 

Music. The harmonious combination of sounds, 
and early employed as a medium of religious 
worship. Instrumental music was introduced into 
the Jewish service by Moses. The Hebrews in- 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



92 



YOUTH S CYCLOP.EDIA. 




sisted on having music 
at marriages, birthdays, 
victories, and the great 
festivals of their nation. 
Frequent mention is made 
by David in the Psalms, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, &c. of 
the various instruments 
then in use, the passages 
being too numerous even to refer to here. 

Mustard, (Matt. xvii. 20 ; Markiv. 81.) Awell- 
known herb, which, from a 
small seed, will grow into 
the resemblance of a tree. 
The kingdom of heaven is 
compared by Christ to " a 
grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took, and 
sowed in his field, which 
indeed is the least of all 
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seeds; but when it is grown, it is the greatest among 
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches thereof." 

Myrtle, (Isaiah xli. 19,) signi- 
fies sweetness, probably from 
the leaves giving out a grate- 
ful perfume. It is in appear- 
ance very much like the box- 
tree, only the leaves are less 
and pointed ; they are soft to 
the touch, and of a beautiM 
rich green. 
Mystery. A secret, a wonder. 



Nation. All the inhabitants of a particular 
country. 

NazaretL A little city in Galilee, much cele- 
brated as being the residence of Jesus Christ, 
during . thirty years of his life. (Luke ii. 51.) 
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It was here he lived in obedience to Joseph and 
Mary: hence he took the name of Nazarene. 
" And, as his custom was, he went into the syna- 
gogue on the sabbath day." (Luke iv. 16.) 

Nile. This far-famed river of Egypt has its 
fountain in Upper Ethiopia; its ancient name is 
supposed to be Egyptus, and that it took the name 
of Nilus only since the time of a king of Egypt 
called by that name. The Egyptians paid divine 
honours to it, and called it Jupiter Nilus. Very 
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Kttle rain ever falls in 

Egypt, indeed never 

sufficient to fertiKze the 

land ; and, but for the 

provision of this boun- 

tiful river, the country 

would be condemned to 

perpetual sterility and 

barrenness. It is the re- 

gular overflowing of the 

flood, the deposit of mud frdm the water, and the 

warmth of the climate, which make the neighbour- 

ing country the most fertile in the world; the abun- 

dance of the produce exceeding all calculation. It 

has in consequence been called " the granary bf the 

East." 

MneoeA. The Scriptures inform us that Ashur 
built Nineveh and other cities. (Gen. x. 11.) It 
appears to have been at first a very small place, but 
afterwards it became the largest city in the world. 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



96 youth's cyclop^jdia. 



Its walls were a hundred feet high, and so broad 
that three chariots could drive on them abreast; 
and on the walls were fifteen hundred towers, each 
two hundred feet high. We are not, however, to 
imagine that all this vast enclosure was built upon ; 
it contained parks and extensive gardens, like 
Babylon and other great Eastern cities. The utter 
and perpetual destruction and desolation of Nine- 
veh was foretold : " The Lord will make an utter 
end of the place thereof. Affliction shall not rise 
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up the second time; she is empty, void, and 
waste." (Nahum i. 8, 9; ii. 10; iii. 17—19.) 
If the place that now bears its name be the site 
of one of the most extensive cities on which the 
sun ever shone, and which continued for many 
centuries to be the capital of Assyria, it indeed 
proves that Nineveh is left without one monument 
of royalty, without any token whatever of its 
splendour or weaJth ; that its place is not known ; 
and that it is a desolation, "empty, void, and 
waste," its very ruins perished, and less than the 
wreck of what it was. Such an utter ruin in every 
view has been made of it, and such is the truth of 
the Divine predictions! 

Nisan. A Hebrew month, partly answering to our 
March; it was the seventh of the civil year; but 
was made the first month of the sacred year, at 
the coming out of Egypt. (Exod. xii. 2.) 

NisrocL A god of the Assyrians. " And it came 
to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of 
Nisroch, his god," &c. (See 2 Kings xix. 36, 87. ) 
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Nitre. A kind of saltpetre, found in the lake 
Natron, in Egypt. It rises from the bottom of the 
lake to the top of the water, and is there condensed 
by the heat of the sun into the hard and dry form 
in which it is sold. The salt taken from it is the 
same in all respects with the Smyrna soap earth. 
" Eor though thou wash thee with nitre." (Jer. ii. 
22.) " And as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that 
singeth songs to an heavy heart." (Prov. xxv. 20.) 

No. A city of Egypt. 

Noble. Of a great and ancient family; ex- 
alted to a rank above commonalty ; great, worthy, 
illustrious. 

North. As it was customary for the Hebrews to 
consider the cardinal points of the heavens in refer- 
ence to a person whose face was turned toward 
the east, the north was consequently to his left 
hand. Solomon says, " The north wind driveth 
away rain" (Prov. xxv. 23) ; but this must depend 
on the situation of a place, as in different places 
+he same wind has different eflfects. 
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NourisA. To increase or support by food, to 
support, to maintain, to promote strength. " And 
Joseph nourished his father, and his hrethren." 
(Gen. xlvii. 12.) " He planteth an ash, and the 
rain doth nourish it." (Isaiah xliv. 14.) 

Nwmbers. A canonical book of the Old Testament, 
being the fourth of the Pentateuch, or five books 
of Moses. A great part of it is historical, relating 
several remarkable events which happened on the 
journey of the Hebrews in their passage through 
the wilderness. This book comprehends the his- 
tory of about thirty-eight years, though the greater 
part of the things recorded happened on the first 
and last of those years. 

Nun. A woman who devotes herself, in a cloister 
or nunnery, to a religious life. 

Nurse. The nurse in an eastern family is always 
an important personage, Modern travellers inform 
us, that in Syria she is considered a sort of second 
parent, She always accompanies the bride to her 
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husbancTs house, and ever remains there an honoured 
character. " And they sent away Rebekah their 
sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and 
his men. And they blessed Rebekah." (Gen. xxiv. 
59.) In Hindostan the nurse is not looked upon 
as a stranger, but becomes one of the family, and 
passes the remainder of her life in the midst of the 
children she has suckled, by whom she is honoured 
and cherished as a second mother. 

Oah. " And there 
came an angel of the 
Lord, and sat under 
an oak which was in 
t, Ophrah." (Judges 
vi. 11.) The religi- 
ous veneration paid 
to this tree by the 
original natives of 
Britain, in the time 
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of the Druids, is well known to every reader of 
British history. We have reason to think that this 
veneration was brought from the East, and that the 
Druids did no more than transfer the sentiments 
their progenitors had received in oriental countries. 
It appears that the patriarch Abraham resided 
under an oak, or a grove of oaks, which our 
translators render the plain of Mamre ; and that 
he planted a grove of this tree. (Gen. xiii. 18.) 
In hot climates nothing is more desirable than 
the cooling shade of a tree. We may easily sup- 
pose the inhabitants would resort for such enjoy- 
ment to — 

" Where'er the oak's thick branches spread 
A deeper, darker shade." 

Idols were made of oaks. (Isaiah xliv, 14.) Altars 

were set up under them, (Josh. xxiv, 26.) Abime- 

lech was made king under an oak. (Judges ix. 6.) 

The Hebrew name Allon, or strength, is most 
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appropriately applied to it, as it is superior to every 
other tree for durability. 

" The monarch oak, the patriarch of the trees, 
Shoots rising up, and spreads hy slow degrees ; 
Three centuries he grows, and three he stays, 
Supreme in state ; and in three more decays." 

It is said that the hills of southern Judea are 
covered to the summit with prickly oaks, and that 
the scenery near Mount Carmel very much resem- 
bles English park scenery. 

Ocean. The main, the great sea, the water, 



opposed to the land. So large is this immense 
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body of water, that two-thirds of the globe we 
inhabit is covered by it. If we suppose that there 
are the same irregularities in the suriace of the 
solid part of the earth which is covered by water, 
or, in other words, the bottom of the ocean, that 
there are in the parts which man inhabits, then we 
must assign to the water, in some places, a depth 
of six or even seven miles. The inhabitants of the 
ocean are far more numerous than those of the land, 
because they occupy the sea at all depths. They are 
also found both larger and smaller; at least, the 
smallest animals of which the microscope can take 
cognizance are found in water; and the largest 
animal, the giant of the living creation, is the 
whale, an inhabitant of the northern ocean. Fish 
are also more productive, for the number of the 
young of some single fishes at one birth exceeds 
that of all the children born in Great Britain and 
Ireland in the course of a whole year. 

There are no birds inhabitants of the sea, 
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although there are many that frequent its surface, 
and there find subsistence, some at a very great 
distance from the land. 

The sea, or ocean, is spoken of very frequently 
m Holy Writ : " His dominion shall be from sea 
even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of 
the earth." (Zech. ix. 10 ; Psalms xxxiii. 7, lxxii. 
8 ; Isaiah xlviii. 18, and lvii. 20, &c. &c.) 

" O Thou vaat Ocean ! ever sounding aea ! 
Thou symbol of a drear immensity ; 
Thou thing that windest round the solid world, 
Like a huge animal, which, downward hurl'd 
From the black clouds, lies weltering and alone, 
Lashing and writhing till its strength be gone ! 
Thy troice is like the thunder, and thy sleep 
Is as a giant's slumber, loud and deep." 

OiL The Hebrews commonly anointed them- 
selves with oil; they anointed also their kings, 
prophets, and high priests with an unction of pe- 
culiar richness and sacredness. 

Olive. " For if thou wert cut out of the olive 
tree, which is wild by nature." (See Romans xi. 24.) 
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The Hebrew word Zaith 

signifies light, bright- 

ness, splendour, and is 

Uterally rendered the 

" splendonr tree ;" it 

is so called from its 

producing oil, which 

supports the action of 

fire in light and splen- 

dour. Canaan much 

abounded with olives : it seems, almost every 

proprietor, whether king or subject, had his 

olive yard. The olive branch was, from most 

ancient times, used as the symbol of reconciliation 

and peace. In the month of June it puts out 

white Aowers, that grow in bunches ; each Aower is 

of one piece, and the fruit oblong and plump. 

It must have occurred to aQ our readers that the 
sacred writings abound with similes taken from the 
olive. 

Omega. The last letter of the Greek alphabet. 
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Onion. A well-known garden plant, with a bul- 
bous root; both onions and garlics were much 
esteemed in Egypt. 

Oral. Delivered by the mouth ; not written. 
Ospray. The ospray is another bird forbidden 
to be eaten. (Lev. xi. 13.) " They shall not be 
eaten, the ossifrage and the ospray." 

It is a kind of eagle, 
and is always found on 
the sea shore, or near 
rivers or lakes, as it 
feeds entirely on fish« 
It dives a short dis- 
tance, and seizes upon 
the fish with its claws ; 
and so rapidly does it 
emerge again from the 
water, as to render it evident that it does not attack 
fish swimming at any great depth. He — 

" Sweeps down like lightning, plunges with a roar, 
And bears his struggling victim to the shore." 
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OstricA; Jonek, loud crying. The ostrich is a 
very valuable bird, chiefly on account of its pure 

white feathers, which 
are commonly seen in 
the courts of princes. 
They inhabit the deserts 
of Arabia, where they 
live chieily upon vege- 
tables, although it is 
said they will swallow 
anything that presents 
itself, — glass, stones, 
iron, bread, hair, or leather. 

*' 0'er the wild waste tbe stupid ostrich strays, 
In devious search to pick her scanty meal, 
Whose fierce digestion gnaws the temper'd steeL" 

Notwithstanding the stupidity of these birds, the 
Creator has amply provided for their safety, as 
they are possessed of a surprising apparatus, which 
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enables them to escape from their enemies. They 
" laugh at the horse and his rider," when they 
raise themselves up for Aight, their wings serving 
as sails and oars, while their feet no less assist 
them in their astonishingly swift movements. 
" Gavest thou the wings and feathers unto the 
ostrich? which leaveth her eggs in the earth, 
and warmeth them in the dust." (Job xxxix. 
13, 14.) 

Owl ; Lilithy signi- 
fying night. (Job xxx. 
29 ; Psalm cii. 6 ; Is. 
xxxiv. 11 — 15.) " And 
owls shall dwell there." 
(Isaiah xiii. 21.) This 
bird is rather largerthan 
a pigeon. Its beak, 
hooked at the end, is 
about an inch and a half 
in length, and its feathers are of a soft downy 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



TOUTH , S CYCLOP^DJA. 109 

substance, indeed, so soft, that they make no noise 
during their Aight. It is a nocturnal bird of prey ; 
and, in common with birds of the same kind, they 
have been regarded in all ages and in every country, 
by the ignorant and superstitious, as creatures of 
ill omen, and heralds of death. He is a solitary 
bird, and loves to retire in the holes of ruined 
buildings, where he sleeps unseen and undisturbed. 

" The solitary bird of night 
Through the pale shade now wings his Aight, 

And quits the time-shook tower : 
Where, shelter'd from the blaze of day, 
In philosophic gloom he lay 

Beneath bis ivy bower." 



Pagoda. A name given by the East Indians to 
the temples where they worship their gods. These 
temples are the most prominent and expensive of 
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all the sacred buildings. They are solid structures, 
built of brick, and plastered. Some of them are 



gilt throughout, whence they are called golden 
pagodas. 

Paltn-tree. The palm-tree is one of the most 
beautiful trees of the vegetable kingdom; it is 
cailed tamar, from its straight, upright growth, for 
which it seems more remarkable than any other 
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tree. It sometimes rises to the height of a hundred 
feet. The fruit, which is called " date," grows 
beloW the leaves in clusters, and is of a sweet and 

agreeable taste. The 

palm-tree arrives at its 

greatest vigour about 

thirty years after trans- 

plantation, and conti- 

nues so seventy years 

atterwards, bearing, 

yearly, fifteen or twenty 

clusters of dates, each 

of them weighing fifteen or twenty pounds. Palm 

branches were also used as emblems of victory, 

both by believers and idolaters. The Israelites 

also held it of great value and esteem; and so 

much was it cultivated in Judea, that, in after- 

times, it became the emblem of that country, as 

may be seen in a medal of the emperor Vespasian, 

upon the conquest of Judea. It represents a 
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captive woman sitting under a palm-tree, with this 
inscription : — " Judcea capta " and upon a Greek 



coin, likewise, of his son Titus, struck upon the 
like occasion, we see a shield suspended upon a 
paim-tree, with a victory writing upon it. 

Pahy. A disorder which deprives the limbs of 
sensation or motion, and renders them useless to 
the patient. 

Pandects. A complete collection, or digest of 
laws. 

Paper Reed. (Job viii. 11 ; Isaiah xxxv. 7.) 
When the outer skin or bark is taken off, there 
are several films laying one within another. These, 
when separated from the stalk, were laid on a table, 
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matched and Aatted to- 
gether, and moistened 
with the water of the 
Nile, which, dissolving 
the glutinous juices of 
the plant, caused them 
to adhere closely to- 
gether. They were af- 
terwards pressed, and 
then dried in the sun, 

and thus were prepared sheets or leaves for writing. 

On this the sacred documents of Egypt were 

written. 

Papist. One who adheres to the communion of 

the Pope and Church of Rome. 

Parable. A comparison, or illustration ; an 

allegory, from which a moral is drawn. 

Partridge. 1 Sam. xxvi. 20 : " When one 

doth hunt a partridge in the mountains." Also, 

Jer. xvii. 11 : " As the partridge sitteth on eggs, 

i 
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and hatcheth them not." 
The common partridge 
delights to invade our 
corn fields when the 
young corn is growing ; 
it is here they breed 
and find shelter from 
their greatest enemy, 
man. Their nests are 
always placed upon the 

ground, and usually contain from twelve to twenty 

eggs. 

Po88over. A solemn festival of the Jews, insti- 

tuted in commemoration of their coming out of 

Egypt. 

Paternoster. The Latin for Our Father — the 

Lord's Prayer. 

Patmos. A small rocky island in the iEgean 

Sea, about eighteen miles in circumference, which, 

on account of its dreary and desolate character, 
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was used by the Roman emperors as a place of 
confinement for criminals. To this island St. John 
was banished. 

Patriarch8. Heads of families ; a name applied 
chiefly to those who lived before Moses. In Church 
history they are ecclesiastical dignitaries, or bishops, 
so called from their parental authority in the Church. 

Peacock. (1 Kings 

x.22; 2Chron.ix.21.) 

This is a beautiM bird, 

brought originally from 

India; the ancients so 

highly prized it, that 

they made it, in their 

fancy creations, " the 

favourite of imperial 

Juno." The spreading 

of the tail, the swelling of the neck and breast, are 

proofs that the turkey and peacock stand nearly 

allied in the chain of animated beings. The beauty 
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of the latter certainly displays all that astonishes in 
the rainbow, and all that dazzles in the sparkling 
lustre of gems ; yet its cry is so disagreeable, that 
it has been said to have " the head of a serpent, 
the train of an angel, and the voice of a devil." 

Pelican. " I am like 

a pehcan of the wilder- 

ness." (Psalm cii. 6.) 

Like the duck, or goose, 

its feet are webbed, all 

the toes being joined by 

the membrane ; thus is 

it admirably adapted 

forswimming. Pelicans 

haunt desert and marshy 

places, where man seldom frequents; hence the 

Psalmist compares himself to a pelican of the 

wilderness. They are very indolent and inactive, 

often sitting whole days and nights on rocks or 

branches of trees, motionless, and in a melancholy 
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posture, till hunger compels them to seek for food. 
When thus incited to exertion, they fly from the 
spot, and, raising themselves about forty or fifty 
feet above the surface of the water, turn their heads 
with one eye downward, and continue to fly in that 
position till they see a fish suiBciently near the 
suriace : they then dart down with astonishing 
swiftness, seize it, and store it in their pouch. 
Having done this, they rise again, repeating the 
same actions till they have procured a competent 
stock. 

It is said they have great affection for their 
young ; so much so, that if the nest containing them 
is set on fire, they will flap their wings over the 
burning nest even at the haaard of their own lives. 

Penalty. Punishment, censure, judicial inflic- 
tion. 

Penance. A punishment, either voluntary or 
imposed by authority ; suffered as an expre3sion of 
repentance for sin. 
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Penitence. Repentance, sorrow for crimes, con- 
trition for sin, with amendment of life or change 
of the affections. 

Pentateuch. The five books of Moses. 
Pentecost. (Lev. xxiii. 15, 16.) A solemn fes- 
tival of the Jews. 

Per/ect. (Gen. vi. 9.) " Noah was a just man 
and perfect." (Gen. xvii. 1 ; Job i. 1 ; 1 John iv. 
18.) Complete, consummate, Anished, neither de- 
fective nor redundant ; ftdly informed, fully skilled ; 
pure, blameless, clear, immaculate. 

Perfume8. Strong 
odours of sweetness, 
used to give scents to 
other things. They 
were common among 
the Hebrews and the 
Orientals generally,long 
before they were known 
to the Greeks and 
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Romans. Moses speaks of the art of the perfumer, 
Exod. xxx. 25—35. 

The Hebrews embalmed their dead with myrrh, 
aloes, and other strong astringent drugs proper to 
preyent infection and corruption. 

PeriL Danger, hazard, jeopardy. 

JPerpetuity. Duration to all futurity ; something 
of which there is no end. 

Persecute. To harass with penalties ; to pursue 
with repeated acts of vengeance or enmity. 

Persuade. To bring to any particular opinion, 
to inAuence by argument. 

Peroert. To distort from the true end or pur- 
pose, to corrupt, to turn from the right. 

Pestilence. Plague, pest, contagious distemper. 
The prophets usually connect together sword, pes- 
tilence, and famine, being three of the most grievous 
inAictions of the Almighty upon a guilty people. 
(2 Sam. xxiv. 15 ; 1 Kings viii. 37 ; Psalm lxxviii. 
50.) 
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Petition. Request, entreaty, supplication, prayer* 
(1 Sam. i. 17 ; Esther v. 6, 7-) 

Pharisees. The most celebrated of all the Jewish 
sects, which is supposed to have existed above a 
century before the time of Christ's coming on earth. 
They derived the name of their sect from the 
Hebrew pharash, which means separated, because 
they separated themselves, not only irom the Gen- 
tiles, but from all other Jews ; but their separation 
consisted chiefly in certain distinctions respecting 
food and rehgious ceremonies, and does not appear to 
have interrupted the uniformity of rehgious worship 
in which the Jews of every sect united. 

Phylactery. A name given by the ancients to 
all kinds of charms, spells, or characters which they 
wore about them, as amulets to preserve them £rom 
dangers or diseases. 

Phylacteries are mentioned in Matthew xxiii. 5 : 
" They make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge 
the borders of their garments :" and appear to have 
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been very common among the Pharisees in our 
LortTs time. 

Physician. One who practises medicine; an 
embalmer of dead bodies. (Gen. 1. 2.) " And 
Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to 
embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed 
Israel." Such as comfort and relieve from distress 
by their advice and counsel. Job xiii. 4 : " Ye are 
all physicians of no value." Jesus Christ is called 
a Physician ; by the application of his word, his 
blood, and his Spirit, he removes spiritual diseases. 
Matt. ix. 12, 13 : " They that be whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick. . . . I am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance." 

Piety, signifies personal religion. It consists 
in a firm belief, and in right conceptions of the 
being, perfections, and providence of God. 

Pigeon. In the patriarchal history we find 
pigeons used as offerings, although it is much 
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-••«, doubted whether breed- 

ing the tame bird was 
practised among the 
Israelites. 

There are many va- 

rieties of the pigeon, 

both tame and wild; 

and of these the carriers 

are the most celebrated. 

They obtain their name 

from being frequently employed in carrying letters 

from one place to another. Their rapidity is almost 

as astonishing as their extraordinary instinct; it 

is said they fly at the rate of forty or fifty miles 

per hour in a straight line to the place from which 

they were taken. 

" Say through the clouds, what compass points her Aigbt? 
Monarchs have gazed, and nations hless f d the sight. 
Pile rocks on rocks, bid woods and mountains rise, 
Eclipse ber native shades, her native skies ; — 
Tis vain ! Througb ether's pathless wilds sbe goes, 
And lights at last where all her cares repose." 
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Pilgrim. A traveller, a wanderer ; one who 
travels from a religious motive. (Heb. xi. 13 ; 
1 Peter ii. 11 ; Gen. xlvii. 9.) 

Pine. Nehem. viii. 15 : "Fetch olive branches, 
pine branches, myrtle branches, and branches of 



thick trees to make booths." Isaiah xli. 19 also 
introduces it in the following poetic passage : — 
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" I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah 
tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree ; and I will 
set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the 
box together." The Hebrew word Tida/ter, signifies 
elasticity, or springiness. 

Pinnacle. (Matt. iv. 5.) A turret or elevation 
above the rest of the building. 

Pipe. A musical instrument used in the Jewish 
service. (Matt. xi. 17.) Also a part of the golden 
candlestick, — " And seven pipes to the seven lamps, 
which are upon the top thereof." 

Pisgah. A part of Mount Nebo, so called from 
being the highest summit of that mountain. Here 
Moses climbed to view the land of Canaan; and 
here he died. 

Pitch. (Exod. ii. 3.) A fat, combustible, oily 
matter, called by the Greeks asphaltos; hence the 
name Asphaltites, sometimes given to the Dead Sea, 
on the surface of which it rises in the form of 
liquid pitch, and Aoats, like other greasy bodies ; it 
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is, however, slowly condensed by the heat of the 
sun, and becomes dry and hard. 

Piteom. Sorrowful, mournful ; exciting pity. 

Plague. To infest with pestilence. (See chap- 
ters vii. — xii. of Exodus.) " For I will at this 
time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and 
upon thy servants, and upon thy people." " For 
now I will stretch out my hand that I may smite 
thee and thy people with pestilence ; and thou shalt 
be cut off from the earth." 

Pleasure. The delight which arises in the mind 
from the contemplation or enjoyment of something 
agreeable. 

Pledge. A security or assurance given for the 
performance of a contract. " And he said, I will 
send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt 
thou give me a pledge, till thou send it ?" (Genesis 
xxxviii. 17.) Under the law, the taking of pledges 
was regulated. The millstone was not to be taken 
in pledge (Deut. xxiv. 6) ; nor was the person 
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taking a pledge to enter the house to fetch it. 
" When thou dost lend thy brother anything, thou 
shalt not go into his house to fetch his pledge." 
(Deut. xxiv. 10.) 

Plenitude. Fulness, abundance. 

Plough. The Syrian plough, which was used in 
all the regions around, is a very simple frame, and 
commonly so light that a man of moderate strength 
might carry it in one hand. Volney states that, in 
Syria, it is often nothing else than the branch of a 




tree, and used without wheels. It is drawn by 
asses and cows, seldom by oxen. In Persia it is 
for the most part drawn by one ox only, and not 
unfrequently even by an ass, although it is much 
more ponderous than in Syria. 
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The ploughshare is a piece of iron, broad, but 
not large, which tips the end of the shaft So 
much does it resemble the short sword used by the 
ancient warriors, that it may, with very Uttle 
trouble, be converted into that weapon of blood ; 
and when the work of destruction is over, reduced 
again into its former shape, and apphed to the 
purposes of agriculture. " Beat your ploughshares 
into swords, and your pruning-hooks into spears." 
(Joel iii. 10.) This beautiM image the prophet 
Isaiah has reversed. " And they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
niore." (Isaiah ii. 4.) 

Poison. (Deut. xxxii. 24 — 33; Job vi. 4.) 
Venom. Whatever substance violently deranges 
the healthful functions of the body, and tends, if 
unchecked, to produce death. There are great 
varieties of poisons, both vegetable and mineral, 
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such as hemlock and arsenic ; but what the Scrip- 
ture usually caUs poison, is that liquor which asps, 
vipers, or serpents, convey by their bite for the 
killing of other animals. What is poisonous and 
destructive to some animals, is harmless and medi- 
cinal to others. 

Pomegranate. (Numb. xiii. 23 ; 1 Sam. xiv. 2.) 
A low tree, growing very common in Palestine, and 



in other parts of the East. Its branches are very 
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thick and bushy : some of them are armed with 
sharp thorns. The Aowers are of an elegant red 
colour, resembling a rose, and are chieily valued for 
the fruit, which is as big as a large apple. 

Popery. The religious doctrines and practices 
adopted and maintained by the Church of Rome. 

Poplar. A tall tree, called in the Hebrew 
Libnek, or white, because of its pecuhar whiteness. 
" They sacrifice under oaks and poplars, because 
the shadow thereof is good." (Hosea iv. 13.) 

Potter. A maker of earthen vessels, of which 
there is frequent mention made in Scripture. 
Jeremiah xviii. represents him while at work as 
sitting on two stones : — " And, behold, he wrought 
a work on the wheels. . . . Behold, as the clay is 
in the potter^s hand, so are ye in mine hand, 
O house of Israel." 

Power. The ability of performing a thing. It 
is in a sovereign degree an attribute of Deity. God 
is all-powerful. 

K 
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Preaching, A public discourse on any religious 
subject. 

Precept. A rule given by a superior ; a direction 
or command. 

Predotcs stones (1 Peter ii. 4) are often spoken 
of both in the Old and New Testament. The 
following are frequently mentioned: — the onyx 
(Exodus xxv, 7), the sapphire and beryl (Solo- 
mon's Song v. 14). Job, in his beautiful com- 
parison of wisdom, says, " The stones of it are 
the place of sapphires. . . . It cannot be valued with 
the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the 
sapphire. The gold and the crystal cannot equal it : 
and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of 
fine gold, No mention shall be made of coral, or 
of pearls : for the price of wisdom is above rubies. 
The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither 
shall it be valued with pure gold." (Job xxviii.) 

Predestinaie. To appoint beforehand by irre- 
versible decree. 
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Prediction. Prophecy, declaration of something 

future. 

Prepcure. To take previous measures ; to make 

everything ready ; to put things in order ; to make 

one's self ready. (Joshua i. 11.) 

Priest Onewho 
officiates in sacred 
offices; a person 
set apart for the 
performance of sa- 
crifice, and other 
offices and cere- 
monies of religion. 
Before the promul- 
gation of the law 
of Moses, the first- 
born of every fa- 
mily, the fathers, 
the kings, and 
the princes, were 
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priests. Thus Cain and Abel, Noah, Abraham, 
Melchizedec, Tsaac, Jacob, and Job, offered.them- 
selves their own sacrifices. Among the Israelites, 
after their departure from Egypt, the priesthood 
was confined to one tribe ; and it consisted of three 
orders, the high-priest, priests, and Levites. The 
high-priest was at the head of all religious affairs, 
and was the ordinary judge of all difficulties that 
belonged thereto. " And thou shalt come unto the 
priests the Levites, and unto the judge that shall 
be in those days, and enquire ; and they shall shew 
thee the sentence of judgment : and thou shalt do 
according to the sentence." (Deut. xvii. 9. See 
also Ezekiel xliv.) The ordinary priests served 
immediately at the altar, killed, skinned, and offered 
the saciifices. They kept up a perpetual fire on 
the altar of burnt sacrifices, and in the lamps of 
the golden candlestick in the sanctuary; they 
kneaded their loaves of shew-bread, baked them, 
offered them on the golden altar in the sanctuary, 
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and changed them every Sabbath day. Every day, 
morning and night, a priest, appointed by casting 



lots at the beginning of the week, brought into the 
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sanctuary a smoking censer of incense, and set it 
on the golden table, otherwise called the altar of 
incense. 

The priesthood was made hereditary in the family 
of Aaron (see chapters xxi and xxii. of Leviticus) ; 
and the first-born of the oldest branch of that 
family, if he had no legal blemish, was the high- 
priest. This Divine appointment was always ob- 
served with the greatest accuracy till the Jews fell 
under the dominion of the Romans, and had their 
faith corrupted by a false philosophy. 

Prince. A chief ruler; a sovereign of rank 
next to kings. He is sometimes taken for the 
chief, the principal ; as the princes of the families, 
of the tribes, of the houses of Israel. Also, for 
the king, the sovereign of a country, and his prin- 
cipal officers : as the princes of the army of Pharaoh ; 
the princes of the army of Abimelech. 

Principality. Royal state ; supreme power. 
" For your principalities shall come down, even the 
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crown of your glory." (Jer. xiii. 18.) Also, 
chief rulers (Titus iii. 1). Also, good angels. 
(Eph. i. 21 ; iii. 10.) 
Prodigal. A waster, a spendthrift. (See Luke 

XV.) 

Pro/essor. A tenn commonly used in the reli- 
gious world to denote any person who makes an 
open acknowledgment of the religion of Christ, or 
who outwardly manifests hig attachment to Chris- 
tianity. 

Prophecy. To predict, to prognosticate, to fore- 
show. 

Protestant. Belonging to Protestants ; one who 
protests against the Church of Rome. 

Providence. The conduct and direction of the 
several parts of the universe by a superior intelli- 
gent Being. The care of God over created beings. 
Divine superintendence. 

Publican. In Scripture language, a toll gatherer ; 
a tax collector. 
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Publisk. To discover to mankind; to make 
generally and openly known. 

Ptdse, Ptd. A bean; those grains or seeds 
which grow in pods, as beans and peas. 



Quail; Selav. Free- 

dom. " And it came 

to pass, that at even the 

quails came up." The 

common quail is a bird 

about the size of the 

turtle dove, of a rusty 

grey colour with black 

spots, although some- 

times seen of a pure 

white. It is frequently met with in the wilderness 

of Palestine, near the shores of Jordan and the 

Dead Sea; indeed, it is found in most of the 

countries in Europe and Asia. 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



138 youth's cyclopjEdia. 

If the food of the Israelites was a bird, this is 
certainly it, being so common in the places through 
which they passed. It is said that God gave quails 
to His people in the wilderness upon two occasions : 
first, within a few days after they had passed the 
Red Sea (Exod. xvi. 3 — 13) ; and again at the 
encampment at the place called Kibroth-hattaavah. 
" And they gathered the quails : he that gathered 
least gathered ten homers : and they spread them 
all abroad for themselves round about the camp." 
(Numb. xi. 32.) Both of these events happened in 
the spring, when the quails passed from Asia into 
Europe. They are then to be found in great 
quantities upon the coast of the Red Sea and the 
Mediterranean. God caused a wind to arise that 
drove them within and about the camp of the 
Israelites ; and it is in this that the miracle con- 
sists, that they were brought so seasonably to this 
place, and in such a vast number as to furnish food 
for above a million of persons for more than a month. 
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OuarreL A brawl, a fight, a scuffle. Solomon 
compares him who meddles with the quarrels of 
people unknown to one who takes a dog by the 
ears, and so rashly exposes himself to be bitten. 

Ouicken. To make alive ; to hasten ; to excite. 

Quiver. A case for arrows. " Happy is the 
man that hath his quiver full of them." (Psalm 
cxxvii. 5 ; Isaiah xlix. 2 ; Jer. v. 16.) It also 
means, to quake, to shudder with a tremulous 
motion. 



Rabbim. The Hebrew word is Rab, or great. 
They are doctors or teachers among the Jews, 
whose province it is to decide diSerences, determine 
what things are allowed or forbidden, and judge 
both in civil and rehgious matters. They celebrate 
marriages, and declare divorces ; preach in the 
synagogues, and preside over academies. 

Bace. " And rejoiceth as a strong man to run 
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a race." (Psalm xix. 5.) " Know y& not that 
they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth 
the prize ? So run, that ye may obtain." (1 Cor. 
ix. 24.) In the writings of St. Paul there are 
numerous allusions made to the races and games 
established in Greece ; a short explanation will 
render such passages intelligible. 

The most renowned heroes, legislators, and 
statesmen of Greece, did not think it unbecoming 
their character and dignity to mingle with the 
combatants, or contend in the race; they even 
reckoned it glorious to share in the exercises, and 
meritorious to carry away the prize. The victors 
were crowned with a wreath of laurel, and cele- 
brated in the rapturous effusions of their poets : 
they were not only universally honoured, but almost 
adored. Cicero reports, that a victory in the 
Olympic games was not much less honourable than 
a triumph at Rome. They returned to their own 
homes in a triumphal chariot, and made their 
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entrance into their native city, not through the 
gates which admitted the vulgar throng, but through 
a breach in the walls, which were broken down to 
give them admission. Happy was the man es- 
teemed who could but obtain a single victory ; but 
if a single individual came off conqueror in all the 
exercises, he was elevated above the condition of 
men, and his actions styled wonderful victories. Nor 
did their honours terminate with themselves, but 
were extended to all about them ; the city that gave 
them birth and education was esteemed more ho- 
nourable and august. Happy were their relations, 
and thrice happy their parents. 

Bain. " If the clouds be full of rain, they 
empty themselves upon the earth." (Eccles. xi. 3.) 
The moisture that falls from the clouds. " That 
I will give you the rain of your land in his due 
season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou 
mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine 
oil." (Deut. xi. 14 ; Hosea vi. 3.) 
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Bam. The Hebrew word ail signities defence. 

" And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by 
his horns : and Abraham went and took the ram, and 
offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of 
his son." (Gen. xxii. 13.) The four horned ram, 



although a rarity in Europe, is frequently met with 
in Asia. It is the general opinion, that the ram 
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caught in the thicket and sacrificed by Abraham 
belonged to this species; of course this is only 
conjecture, although not without probability. 

Ransom, A price paid to recover a person or 
thing from one who detains that person or thing in 
captivity. Hence prisoners of war, or slaves, are 
said to be ransomed when they are liberated in 
exchange for a valuable consideration. " If there 
be laid on him a sum of money, then he shall give 
for the ransom of his life whatsoever is laid upon 
him." (Exod. xxi. 30.) " Then a great ransom 
cannot deliver thee." (Job xxxvi. 18.) 

Baven. " And he sent forth a raven, which 
went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried 
up from off the earth." (Gen. viii. 7.) This well- 
known bird of prey was considered unclean ac- 
cording to the Levitical law. Lev. xi. 15 : " Every 
raven after his kind." His blackness is proverbial. 
" His locks are bushy and black as a raven." It 
is said of the raven, that if he sees a bird of prey 
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approaching his nest, 
his courage is aroused ; 
he immediately soars 
high above his invader, 
and, darting down, 
strikes him with suf- 
ficient violence either 
to kill, or drive him 
away. 

Beap. To cut corn at harvest; to gather, to 
obtain. 

Reason, is that intellectual power by which we 
apprehend and discover truth. 

Bebel. To cast off lawful authority, or make 
war against a superior. (Numb. xvi.) " But they 
rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit." (Is. bdii. 10.) 
" Because they rebelled against the words of God." 
(Psalm cvii. 11.) 

Bebuke. To chide ; to reprehend. 
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Red Sea. Is chiefly celebrated for the miracu- 
lous passage of the Israelites through its waters. 
" On the morrow after the passover the children of 
Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of 
all the Egyptians." " And the children of Israel 
went into the midst of the sea upon the dry 
ground." (Exodus xiv. 22.) 

A curious Egyptian tradition thus describes the 
overthrow of the Egyptians : — " Moses, being well 
acquainted with the country, watched the influx of 
the tide, and made the multitude pass through the 
dry bed of the sea; that the king, with a great 
army, accompanied by the sacred animals, pursued 
after the Jews, who had carried off with them the 
substance of the Egyptians ; and that Moses having 
been directed by a Divine voice to strike the sea 
with his rod, be did so; the fluid then dmded, 
and the host passed over through a dry way. But 
when the Egyptians entered along with them, and 
pursued them, it is said that fire Aashed against 

L 
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them in front, and the sea returning back, over- 
whelmed the passage. Thus the Egyptians perished, 
both by the fire and by the reflux of the tide." 

Beed. A plant growing in fenny and watery 
places; very weak and slender, bending with the 
least breath of wind. "" A reed shaken with the 
wind." (Matt. xi. 7.) " Now, behold, thou trust- 
eth upon the staff of this bruised reed." (2 Kings 
xviii. 21.) 

Rhode8. An island, and famous city of the 
Levant, once celebrated for its brazen Colossus, 
which was one hundred and five feet high; it 
continued perfect only fifty-six years, being thrown 
down by an earthquake about 244 (before Christ). 
When Paul went to Jerusalem, a.d. 58, he went 
" unto Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara." 
(Acts xxi. 1.) 

Bings. " And he said, What pledge shall I give 
thee ? And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, 
and thy ktoS that is in thine hand." (Gen. xxxviii. 
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18.) " And Pharaoh took off his ring from his 
hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand." (Gen. xli. 
42.) The antiquity of rings, and their use, not 
only as ornaments, but as pledges and seals, 
appears both from Scripture and profane authors. 






We find that the ring was used chiefly to seal with ; 
and Scripture generally assigns it to princes and 
great persons ;— as the king of Egypt, Joseph, Ahaz, 
Darius, and others. The patents and orders of 
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these princes were sealed with their rings or signet, 
an impression from which was their confirmation. 
(Daniel vi. 17.) 

Rite. A solemn act of religion; an external 
ceremony. 

Bod. An instrument of correction. " Israel 
is the rod of his inheritance." (Jer. x. 16.) Hence 
it is sometimes used to signify a tribe or people. 
" The rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast 
redeemed." (Psalm lxxiv. 2.) 

Boman. A native or inhabitant of the city of 
Rome and surrounding country. The word is 
frequently met with in the New Testament as re- 
ferring to a government. " And the Romans shall 
come and take away both our place and nation." 
(John xi. 48.) " It is not the manner of the 
Romans to deliver any man to die." (Acts xxv. 16.) 
" Yet was I delivered prisoner from Jernsalem 
into the hands of the Romans." (Acts xxviii. 17.) 

Boot. That part of the plant which rests in the 
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ground, and supplies the stems with nourishment ; 
the bottom, the lower part ; it also signifies race or 
posterity. " The root of the righteous shall not 
be moved." (Proverbs xii. 3.) 

JRo8e. " I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily 

of the valleys." (Solo- 

mon'sSongii.1.) "And 

the desert shall rejoice, 

and blossom as the 

rose" (Isaiah xxxv. 1.) 

The rose is considered 

the loveliest of Aowers, 

and surpassed by none 

in elegance, richness, 

and iragrance. 

Bot. To make putrid, to bring to corruption. 

Moyal. Kingly, noble, illustrious ; belonging to 

a king. " And a royal diadem in the hand of thy 

God." (Isaiah lxii. 3.) " If ye fulffl the royal law 

according to the Scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
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neighbour as thyself, ye do well." (James ii. 8.) 
" But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood." (1 Peter ii. 9.) 



Sandal. A loose shoe, tied to the feet with 
strings or thongs. The business of untying and 
carrying the sandals being that of a servant : the 
expression of John the Baptist, — "Whose shoes I 




am not worthy to bear" — " whose shoe's latchet 
I am not worthy to unloose," was an acknowledg- 
ment of his great inferiority to Christ. To pull off 
the sandals on entering a sacred place, or the house 
a person of distinction, was the usual mark of 
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respect. They were taken care of by the attendant 
servant. At the doors of an Indian temple there 
are as many sandals and slippers hung up, as there 
are liats in our places of worship. 

Sanhedrim. The chief council among the Jews, 
consisting of seventy elders, over whom the high 
priest presided. 

Sapphire. (Saphir signiiies beauty.) A precious 
stone of a beautiful blue colour. (SeePreciomStones.) 

Sardius. A precious stone of a blood red colour. 
" The first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a 
carbuncle." (Exodus xxviii. 17.) It took its name 
from Sardis, where the best of them were found. 

Scorpion. " Who led thee through that great 
and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents 
and scorpions." (Deut. viii. 15.) The scorpion 
resembles the lobster in appearance, indeed so much 
so, that the latter is called by the Arabs the " sea 
scorpion." It is only about two or three inches in 
length, of a black, brown, and yellow colours: it 
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delights to frequent 

stony places, and old 

ruins, and will seize 

upon a person, and fix 

itself so firmly into the 

flesh, that it cannot be 

taken off without great 

difficulty. The tail con- 

sists of several joints or 

divisions, which are sup- 

posed to be indicative of its age. It is termi- 

nated by a sharp-pointed weapon, which is turned 

upwards on striking the fatal blow. When the 

point of this weapon is plunged into the flesh, the 

venom or poison is discharged, and the flesh imme- 

diately becomes hard, swelled, inAamed, and very 

painful, so much so as to cause sickness, and change 

the countenance to a pallid hue. " And their 

torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he 

striketh a man." (Rev. ix. 5.) Allusion is also 
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made by Christ to this virulent little creature. 
" Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a 
scorpion?" (Luke xi. 12.) 

Sepulckres. Dr. Clarke discovered, and has fully 
described, a number of sepulchres, which extend 
along the west side of Mount Zion. He describes 
them as a series of subterranean chambers, hewn 
with considerable art, each containing several re- 
positories for the dead. The doors are so low, that, 
to look into any of them, it is necessary to stoop, 
and, in some instances, to creep on the hands and 
knees. 

The different descriptions of Eastern travellers 
frequently serve to explain passages of Scripture, 
so as to render the reading both of the Old and 
New Testament more pleasing. We find in 
Luke xxiii. 52, 53, the account of the burial of 
Christ. " This man went unto Pilate, and begged 
the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and 
wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre, that 
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was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was 
laid." And again in the 24th chap. 12th verse: — 
" Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre ; and 
stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by 
themselves." Thus we find the description given 
above throws light upon these passages. 4 

Seraphim. (Burning ones.) An order of angels 
which encircle the throne of the Lord. 

Sermon. A discourse delivered in public for the 
purpose of religious instruction and improvement. 

Serpent. In Egypt, and other oriental countries, 
a serpent was the common symbol of a powerful 
monarch : it was embroidered on the robes of 
princes, and blazoned on their diadem, to signify 
their absolute power and invincible might; and 
that, as the wound inAicted by the serpent is in- 
curable, so the fatal effects of the displeasure of 
princes were neither to be avoided nor endured. 

The reptile bearing this name has always been 
admired for its gracefal movements ; possessing 
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neither hands nor feet, its action is nevertheless 
speedy, and even rapid ; it springs, leaps, and 
bounds, or climbs and glides, with ease and alacrity. 
The serpent sheds its skin yearly, and aiter this 
mutation seems, by the splendour of its colours 
and the vivacity of its motions, to have acquired 
new life. 

Skeep. The sheep is a well-known domesticated 
animal, of the greatest use to man, as its flesh, its 
skin, its wool, and even its horns and bowels, are 
articles of the greatest utility. Its mildness and 
inoffensiveness of temper strongly recommend it to 
human affection and regard ; and it has been desig- 
nated as the pattern and emblem of meekness, 
innocence, patience, and submission. 

The sheep is a weak and defenceless animal, and 
is altogether dependent upon its keeper for pro- 
tection as well as support. To this trait in its 
character, there are many beautiM allusions in the 
sacred writings ; thus, the Jews are described as a 
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flock " scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have 
not a shepherd." " I am the good Shepherd : the 
good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." (See 
John x. 11 — 17.) " For ye were as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls." (1 Peter ii. 25.) 

Shekel. (To weigh.) A Hebrew weight and 
money. (Exod. xxx. 23, 24.) The word is fre- 
quently used to denote the weight of anything, as 
iron, gold, silver, spices, &c. 

Shepherd. One who tends sheep in the pasture; 
one who tends the congregation ; a pastor. 

Shield. A piece of defensive annour, of different 
forms, as well as materials; some were made of 
wood, some of brass, some were covered with 
hides, and some were inlaid with gold. " And 
king Solomon made three hundred shields of beaten 
gold; three pound of gold went to one shield." 
(1 Kings x, 17.) David, who was a great warrior, 
often mentions a shield and buckler in the Psalms : 
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" For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous ; with 
favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield." 
(Psalmv. 12.) 

Shiloh. All Christian commentators agree that 
this word ought to be understood of the Messiah. 
" The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come ; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be." 
(Gen. xlix. 10.) 

Ship. Vessels of all kinds are so styled in 
Scripture. It may be defined as a large hollow 
building, made to pass over the sea with sails. 

Sparrow. This bird is easily tamed, and will 
hop about the house and on the table with great 
familiarity. It will feed on almost anything, 
although its greatest treat is to get meat cut into 
small pieces. He is a bold and courageous little 
creature, and fights undauntedly with birds a great 
deal larger than himself. " I watch, ahd am as a 
sparrow alone upon the house top." (Psalm cii. 7.) 
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The Hebrew word is used not only for a sparrow, 
but for all sorts of clean birds. 



Spider. This insect is mostly remarkable for 
the web or thread which it spins ; so delicately fine 
is it, that the slightest accident will break and 
destroy it. 

" The spider'9 touch, how exquisitely iine ! 
Feels at each thread, and lives along the line." 

The spider sits in the. middle of its web, and at the 
least motion, Caused by a fly or other insect pressing 
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against it, he rushes on his prey, sucks its juices, and 
gets rid of the remains. " And whose trust shall 
be a spider's web." (Job viii. 14.) " The spider 
taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' 
palaces." (Prov. xxx. 28.) 

Spikenard. A highly aromatic plant, not of 
Syrian production, but Indian, that probably being 
the cause of its great value. Mark mentions " oint- 
ment of spikenard very precious;" and at John 
xii. 3, we read — " Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed 
the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair : 
and the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment." 

Stacte. A drug, or kind of myrrh, dropping 
from the tree of its own accord, without incision. 
It was one of the four ingredients composing the 
sacred periume. " And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, 
and galbanum ; these sweet spices with pure frank- 
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incense: of each shall there be a like weight." 
(Exod. xxx. 34.) 

Stead/ast. Fast in place, firm, fixed ; constant, 
resolute. 

Stones. In early ages, these were used instead 
of inscriptions, pyramids, medals, or histories. 
Jacob and Laban raised such a monument on 
Mount Gilead, in memory of their covenant. " And 
Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar." 
(Gen. xxxi. 45.) 

Stoning. This was a punishment in use among 
the Hebrews; and the rabbins reckon all crimes 
as being subject to it, which the law condemns to 
death, without expressing the particular mode. 
They say, that when a man was condemned to 
death, he was led out of*the city to the place of 
execution, and there exhorted to acknowledge and 
confess his feult. He was then stoned in one of 
two ways : either stones were thrown upon him 
, till he died ; or he was thrown headlong dowia a 

M 
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steep place, and a large stone roiled upon his i)ody. 
" And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken : but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder." (Matt. xxi. 44.) This 
passage doubtless refers to the above mode of 
putting to death. 

Stork. This is a bird 

of passage,andis spoken 

of as such in Scripture. 

Jer. viii. 7 : — " Yea, the 

stork in the heaven 

knoweth her appointed 

times." The Hebrew 

word Ckasidak signi- 

fies mercy ; and appro- 

priate it is, as the bird 

is worthy of the name. The stork is exceedingly 

fond of its young ; and the love and affection of the 

ybung is equally remarkable; for, in their migratory 

Aights, they are seen assisting the aged and feeble, 
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by supporting them on their backs. Dr. Shaw 
says, that, " for about the space of a fortnight 
before they pass from one country to another, they 
resort together, in a certain plain, and form them- 
selves in a body once every day." 

" Who bid the stork, Columbus like, explore 
Heavens not its own, and worlds unknown before ? 
Wbo calls the council, states the certain day, 
Who form8 the phalanx, and who points the way ?" 

Strangle. Animals strangled had not the blood 
properly separated from the flesh, and were not eaten 
by the primitive Christians; "Write unto them, 
that they abstain . . . from things strangled, and 
from blood." (Acts xv. 20.) 

Sun. The great luminary which God created, at 
the beginning, to govern the day. The sun fur- 
nishes the sacred authors with many similitudes to 
represent great public calamities ; such as at Isaiah 
xiii. 10, — " The sun shall be darkened in his going 
forth." " I will cover the sun with a cloud." 
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(Ezek. xxxii. 7.) The word sun was also used to 
express anything glorious and of long continuance. 
" His name shall be continued as long as the sun." 
(Psalm lxxii. 17.) 



The light and shadows from the sun were also 
used to indicate time; (see 2 Kings xx. 9 — 11;) 
the dial being in the form of a half-circle, the lines 
indicating degrees or spaces of time. 

Sunday, or, the Zord's Day. A solemn festival 
observed by Christians on the first day of every 
week, in memory of our Saviour's resurrection. 

Swallow. This is a " bird of passage," visiting 
this country in the beginning of summer, and 
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leaving it early in the autumn. It is mentioned 
some few times in Scripture, but is thought by 
critics to have reference to the crane, on account of 
the remarkable cry of the latter. " Like a crane 
or a swallow, so did I chatter." (Isaiah xxxviii. 14.) 
Swine. A well-known animal, forbidden as food 
to the Hebrews, (Lev. xi. 7,) who held its flesh in 
such detestation, that they would not so much as 
pronounce its name. " Ye shall not eat of their 
flesh, nor touch their dead carcase." (Deut. xiv. 8.) 

Sycamore* " And he 
ran before, and climbed 
up into a sycamore tree 
to see him : for he was 
to pass that way ." (Luke 
xix. 4.) This tree 
abounded in Palestine ; 
for of Solomon it is 
said, — " And cedars 
made he to be as the 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



166 youth'8 cyclopjedia. 

sycamore trees that are in the vale, for abundance." 
(1 Kings x. 27.) This tree is about the height of 
a beech, and bears its fruit on its trunk, which 
shoots out little sprigs, at the end of which grow 
the fruit, almost like clusters of grapes. 

Synagogue. An assembly. " But are the syna- 
gogue of Satan." (Rcv. ii. 9.) 



Tabernacle. That magnificent and divine pavi- 
lion, which is the emblem of heaven itself. (Heb. 
ix. 24 — 26.) For the dimensions and decorations 
of the Jewish Tabernacle, see Exodus xxvi. and 
xxvii. 

Tabor. A very high mountain, about six miles 
from Nazareth. It rises up in the midst of a 
beautiM champaign country, called the valley of 
Jezreel, or the Great Plain. " Then shalt thou go 
on forward from thence, and thou shalt come to the 
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plain of Tabor." (1 Sam. x. 3.) Travellers state 
that the view from the top of Mount Tabor sur- 
passes eve:rything that man's eyes can behold. 
On the north-west, the Mediterranean is seen 
in the distance; and all round you are the 
beautiful and spacious plains of Esdraelon and 
Galilee; to the south, the mountains of Gilboa; 
and to the east, the sea of Tiberias, distant about 
a day's journey. The mount of Beatitudes, the 
city of Saphet, the hills of Samaria, Mount Carmel, 
and other important places, are also easily recog- 
nised. 

Taches. Hooks or clasps of gold and brass, 
used for fastening the curtains of the Tabernacle. 

Tapestry. Cloth worked or figured in the loom, 
or by the needle. It was used in the east as early 
as the time of Solomon. 

Tares. Hurtful weeds that grow up with the 
young wheat and barley. (Matt. xiii. 25.) 

Temple. A magnificent building erected at 
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Jerasalein for religious worship. The accompanying 
diagram gives the exterior outline of the one 
erected by Solomon, which was far more splendid 
than the second Temple. Josephus says, " That, 
magnificent as the exterior of the sacred edifice 
was, it was infinitely surpassed in splendour by 
that of the inner temple, or sanctuary. It had every- 
thing that could strike the mind, or astonish the 



sight ,* for it was covered on every side with plates 
of gold; so that, when the sun rose upon it, it 
reAected so strong and dazzling an effulgence, that 
the eye of the spectator was obliged to turn away, 
being no more able to sustain its radiance than the 
splendour of the sun." 
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Tents. Among the artificial conveniences for the 
habitations of men, tents were of very early in- 
vention. Jabal, before the flood, is called u the 
father of all such as dwell in tents." The Arabs 
have, from the time of Ishmael to the present day, 
continued the custom of dwelling in tents. 

Teraphim. An idol, or idols, 
to which extraordinary effects 
were ascribed. " The children 
shall abide many days without a 
king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrifice, and without 
an image, and without an ephod, 
and without teraphim." (Hosea 
iii. 4 ) 

Tltought. An image of any- 
thing formed in the mind; sentiment, reAection, 
opinion, design. 

Time. Mode of duration marked by certain pe- 
riods, chiefly by the motion and revolution of the sun. 
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Tin. A well-known metal, harder than lead. 
(Numb. xxxi. 22; Ezek. xxii. 18.) 

Tomb. (See Sepidchre.) 

Tortoise. " These also shall be unclean unto 
you among the creeping things that creep upon the 
earth ; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise 



after his kind." (Lev. xi. 29.) This animal is a 
land turtle, the class of which are strongly allied 
to the reptile kinds. 

Tribute. The Hebrews acknowledged the sove- 
reign dominion of God by a tribute of half a shekel 
a head, which was paid yearly. (Exod. xxx. 13.) 
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Turtle. A beautiful bird, ranking high among 
the numerous tribes of winged creatures which 
the hand of God has so profusely adorned with the 
richest plumage and most elegant form. Solomon, 
Song ii. 12, says, " The voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land." " And the turtle and the 
crane and the swallow observe the time of their 
coming." (Jer. viii. 7.) 



Unction, in matters of religion, is used for the 
character conferred on sacred things by anointing 
them with oil. The Hebrews anointed both their 
kings and high priests at the ceremony of their 
inauguration. They also anointed the sacred vessels 
of the Tabernacle and Temple, to sanctify and con- 
secrate them to the service of God. 

Unity. Oneness of sentiment, affection, or be- 
haviour. " Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity l" (Psalm 
cxxxiii. 1.) 
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Veil. Women used veils in token of modesty, 
of reverence, and subjection to their husbands. 
(Gen. xxiv. 65.) In modern times, the women of 
Syria never appear in the streets without their 
veils. 

Vine ; gephen, to 
adhere. This is a noble 
plant, of the creeping 
kind, famous for its 
fruit, or grapes, and for 
the liquor they afford. 
All who know this 
plant are aware that it 
is remarkable for its 
weakness, and that it cannot support itself without 
adhering to other plants or trees# 

" To the clasping vine 
Does the supporting poplar wed." 

It is frequently used in oriental countries to entwine 
round a well, or some retired place, where, in the 
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heat of the day, whole families collect themselves, 
and sit under the shade. 

The vine is very frequently mentioned in the 
Bible. (Gen. xl. 9; 1 Kings iv. 25; Psalm lxxx. 
15; cxxviii. 3 ; and other places too numerous even 
to refer to.) The prophet Ezekiel (chap. xv.) says, 
" What is the vine-tree more than any tree, or 
than a branch which is among the trees of the 
forest? Shall wood be taken thereof to do any 
work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any 
vessel thereon ? Behold, it is cast into the fire for 
fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and 
the midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work ? 
Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no 
work." 

Vinegar. An acid produced by a second fer- 
mentation of vinous Uquors. It was used by 
harvesters for their refreshment ; and, when diluted 
with water, is a most cooling beverage. When 
used strong, it has a most disagreeable effect on 
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the teeth. " As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke 
to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send 
him." (Prov. x. 26.) 

Viper. " He shall suck the poison of asps : the 
viper*s tongue shall slay him." (Job xx. 16.) 
This serpent is famed for the venomousness of 
its bite, which is one of the most dangerous 
poisons in the animal kingdom. They were com- 



>"Wc^ ; " 



monly supposed to be sent as executioners of Divine 
rengeance upon mankind, for great crimes which 
had escaped the course of justice; hence, in the 
history of St. Paul, the barbarians said, — " No 
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doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he 
hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to 
live. And he shook off the beast into the fire, and 
felt no harm." (Acts xxviii. 4, 5.) 

Vow. A gratuitous, solemn, and religious pro- 
mise or oath. 

Vulture. Another bird declared as unclean by 
Moses. " They shall not be eaten, they are an 
abomination. . . . And the vulture, and the kite 



after his kind." (Lev. xi. 13, 14.) The appear- 
ance of this bird is most disagreeable and repulsive; 
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its face being naked and wrinkled, its beak hooked, 
and its whole body polluted with filth. In Egypt 
it may be seen feeding promiscuously with dogs 
and other beasts on dead carcases, and the most 
offensive offal. 



Water. In the sacred Scriptures bread and 
water are commonly mentioned as the chief sup- 
port of human life ; and to provide a sufficient 
quantity of water, to prepare it for use, and to 
deal it out to the thirsty, are among the principal 
cares of an oriental householder. The nature of 
the climate requires numerous fountains to excite 
and sustain the languid powers of vegetation ; and 
the sun, burning with intense heat in a cloudless 
sky, demands for the fainting inhabitants the shade 
and coolness which vegetation produces. 

Wliale. Gen. i. 21 : — " God created great 
whales." This enormous animal comes under the 
order ma?nrnalia, that is, animals which suckle their 

1 
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young. cc The sea monsters draw out the breast, 
they give suck to their young ones." (Lam. iv. 3.) 
The whale, although living in the sea, and ad- 
mirably adapted to that element, is not a fish, but 
differs from them in many important points. It 
brings forth its young alive, and nourishes them 
with milk ; it is also a warm-blooded animal, and 



is protected by a thick coat of blubber, or fat, 
outside its body, which is frequently two feet in 
thickness ; hence our reader will easily perceive 
that this oily coat or skin is a non-conductor of 
heat, and prevents the warm blood of the animal 
from being chilled. The true fishes are cold- 
blooded, and need no such provision, as they are 

N 
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not liable to chills. The whale also differs from 
fish in the construction of its lungs, which are the 
same as those of quadrupeds ; hence it is obliged 
to come to the surface and take air, although it 
can remain a long time under the water without 
breathing; here, again, the admirable adaptation 
of the animal to its element is apparent; blow- 
holes are most ingeniously contrived, to close when 
the animaJ sinks, so that not a single drop can 
enter the lungs, however deep the animal may dive, 
or great the pressure of water may be. 

" Nature's strange work, vast whales of dhTerent form, 
Toss up the trouhled flood, and are themselves a storm ; 
Uncouth the sight, when they, in dreadrul play, 
Discharge their nostrils, and refund a sea; 
Or angry lash the foam with hideous sound, 
And scatter all the watery dust around." 

Wheat. " A land of wheat, and barley, and 
vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates." (Deut. 
viii. 8.) This is, without doubt, the most valuable 
grain for the service of man. It is often spoken 
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of both in the Old and New Testament. (Gen. 
xxx. 14; Matt. xiii. 25; Luke xvi. 7; 1 Cor. xv. 37.) 
Whirlmnd. A strong wind, which suddenly rises 
from almost every point; is both rapid and im- 
petuous, scattering such objects as sand, dust, 
grain, and even water, in all directions. 

Willow. "Theshady 

trees cover him with 

their shadows ; the wil- 

lows of the brook com- 

pass him about." (Job 

xl. 22.) This weU- 

known tree is in Scrip- 

ture distinguished by 

the name Arabim, sig- 

nifying mixture,because 

its leaves are of a mixed colour, being green on 

onfe side, and whitish green on the other. It 

thrives most in damp and wet places, *and adds 

much to the % beauty of a stream or river when it 
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is seen growing on its banks, We read in Ezekiel 
xvii. 5, 6, — " He took also of the seed of the land, 
and planted it in a fruitful field ; he placed it by 
great waters, and set it as a willow tree. And it 
grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, 
whose branches turned toward him, and the roots 
thereof were under him." 

Wind. The Hebrews always recognised four 
principal winds : the east wind, the north wind, 
the south wind, and the west wind, or that from 
the Mediterranean sea. 

Window. The usual mode of placing windows 
in the east is by making them to open into some 
private court; although a latticed window or 
balcony is frequently seen facing the public street. 
The account we have at 2 Kings ix. 30, of Jezebel's 
painting her face, tiring her head, and looking out 
at a window upon Jehu's public entry into Jezreel, 
gives us a lively idea of an eastern lady at one of 
these solemnities. 
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Wine. A liquor pressed from grapes. (Matt. 
ix. 17.) The wine is put immediately from the vat 
into large vases of potter's ware, pointed at the 
bottora, till they are nearly full, when they are 
covered tight and buried. At the end of a year 
what is designed for sale is drawn into wooden 
casks. When the wine is a year old, the dregs rise, 
and make it appear muddy ; but afterwards they 
subside, and carry down all the other feculences. 
The dregs are so much valued, that they are not 
with the wine in the vase, unless particularly men- 
tioned. 

Wine-press. This was in the vineyard. (Isaiah 
v. 2.) The press consisted of two receptacles, 
which were either built of stones and covered with 
plaster, or hewn out of a large rock. The upper 
receptacle, as now constructed in Persia and other 
places, is eight feet square and four feet high. Into 
this the grapes are thrown and trodden out by five 
men. The juice,flowa into the lower receptacle, 
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through a grated aperture, whicli is made in the 
side near the bottom of the upper one. The tread- 
ing of the wine-press was laborious, and not very 
favourable to cleanliness ; the garments of the 
persons thus employed were stained with the red 
juice ; and yet the employment was a joyful one. 
It was performed with singing, accompanied with 
musical instruments. (Isaiah xvi. 9, 1 ; Jer. xxv. 
30.) Figuratively, vintage, and treading the wine- 
press, signifies battles and great slaughter. (Isaiah 
xvii. 6 ; Jer. xhx. 9; Lam. i. 15.) 

Wolf. This animal 
is a most ferocious in- 
habitant of the forest ; 
and when hungry is a 
dangerousand undaunt- 
ed foe; but after his 
appetite is appeased, he 
will seldom face an 
enemy. 
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" Cruel as death ! and hungry as the grave ! 
Burning for blood ! bony, and gaunt, and grim." 

The wo]f is found in alniost all countries except the 
British Islands, and is said to live to the age of 
twenty-five years. The Hebrew word Zeeb> sig- 
nifies cruel, which is really characteristic of his 
habits. " Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf : in the 
morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he 
shall divide the spoil." (Gen. xlix. 27.) 

Wonder. Anything that causes surprise by its 
strangeness ; to be struck with admiration. 

World. The great 
system of beings ; the 
earth or globe ; the 
present state of exist- 
ence. The earth, or 
world, is a large solid 
body, of a shape nearly 
round, like an immense 
ball, and containing 
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nearly two hundred millions of square miles. About 
two-thirds of the earth are covered with water, 
whose surface is rounded to conform to the general 
shape. On this surface men are continually sailing 
round, in all parts, and all direetions. The earth 
being so large, its surface appears to us to be quite 
flat ; but such is not the case, for we all know that 
when navigators depart from a coast, they observe 
that not only the coast itself, but buildings and 
mountains sink by degrees, and at length disappear 
entirely from the sight. This is not caused by 
distance, as that would only lessen objects; for 
when we lose sight of land from a ship's deck, we 
perceive it. again by ascending the masts. 

The globe, earth, or world, is divided into four 
great parts, which, though unequal in size, are 
called quarters, namely, Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
America. 

The first three are called the Old World, because 
they were known to the ancients. America, or the 
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Western Hemisphere, having been more recently 
discovered, is termed the New World. 

The number of inhabitants is about eight hun- 
dred millions ; and supposed to be on each square 
mile in Europe ninety-three, in Asia fprty-six, in 
Africa nine, and in America four souls. The 
natural boundaries of the earth are oceans, seas, 
rivers, and mountains ; the civil boundaries being 
regulated by local political events. 

Wbrm. A small 
harmless serpent, that 
lives in the earth; al- 
though in Scripture it 
is a general name given 
to small creeping in- 
sects, There are nearly 
five thousand species of 
the worm already re- 
cognised by naturalists ; 
consequently they are a vast family, infinite in 
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number, and but partially known to us; indeed, 
the lower we descend the scale of animated nature, 
the more are we astonished at the teeming, count- 
less myriads of living beings. " How much less 
man, that is a worm ? and the son of man, which 
is a worm?" (Job xxv. 6.) " My flesh is clothed 
with worms and clods of dust." (Job vii. 5.) " But 
I am a worm, and no man." (Psalm xxii. 6.) 
Wrath. Great and permanent anger. 



Year. Twelve months, or three hundred and 
sixty-five days. The Hebrews calculated their year 
in this manner ; see Gen. vii. 



Zared. A brook beyond Jordan, on the frontier 
of Moab; it falls into the Dead Sea. "From 
thence they removed and pitched in the valley of 
Zared." (Numb. xxi. 12.) 
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Zeal. A passionate ardour for any person or 
cause. 

Zedad. A city of Syria, in the most northern 
part of the land of promise. (Ezek. xlvii. 15.) 

Zorah. A city of Dan, and the birthplace of 
Samson. 

Zuzims. Certain giants who dwelt beyond Jordan. 
" That also was accounted a land of giants : giants 
dwelt therein in old time ; and the Ammonites call 
them Zamzummims." (Deut. ii. 20.) 
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